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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
This report presents an analysis of national and regional initiatives in the EU Member 
States and Horizon 2020 associated countries (EU MS + AC) which support academia–
industry collaboration and societal actor engagement in knowledge valorisation. 

For the purposes of the report knowledge valorisation is defined as the process of 
transforming data, research results and innovation into sustainable products, processes 
and services which deliver economic value and benefit society. 

With regard to academia–industry relations, this study focuses on national- and regional-
level support schemes which enable researchers, universities and research and 

technology organisations to connect to companies; particularly small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs). The objective is to outline the types of support, common features, 
and trends in academia–industry collaboration activities and support schemes, as well as 
the instruments and practices applied. 

With regard to citizen/societal actor engagement, the study focuses on the involvement of 
cities, local communities, public institutions (hospitals, schools, science parks/museums 
and cultural centres) and end users in knowledge uptake activities. The mapping aims to 
analyse the type of initiatives used to engage societal actors in knowledge uptake 
activities, categories and characteristics of societal actors and tools used. 

The study is guided by EU policy objectives on knowledge valorisation, as outlined in EU 
documents and publications. Information on national and regional level initiatives for 
knowledge valorisation is sourced through desk research, based on publicly available 
information on research and innovation (R & I) support in the studied countries, including 
funding agency or managing body websites providing support for innovation and 
knowledge valorisation. An online survey among Horizon 2020 beneficiaries was carried 
out, including universities, research institutions, technology transfer organisations (TTOs), 
business and technology parks, industry representatives, non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs) and public bodies. The survey was supplemented by structured interviews with 
TTOs, research institutions, universities and one Academy of Science. An Excel database 
of the main knowledge valorisation initiatives per country was produced, based on the 
information provided by the respondents in the survey and supplemented by information 
gathered through the interviews and the desk research. 

The quantitative analysis was based on the survey responses. The responses received 
from the countries that are catching up on R & I capacity (Horizon 2020 ‘widening 
countries’) were compared with the responses of countries with higher R & I performance, 
in order to outline differences. Survey responses from academia were compared with 
responses from industry representatives (private companies), in order to study the 
characteristics of their involvement in knowledge valorisation separately. The qualitative 
assessment has been based on a review of policy documents, existing reports, studies 
and interviews, along with information on knowledge valorisation initiatives retrieved 
through desk research. 

The main limitation of the study relates to the representativeness of the survey data. As 
participation from the various countries varied significantly, the quantitative data generally 
reflect practices in the countries from which a higher number of responses were provided. 
The information collected regarding knowledge valorisation initiatives is not exhaustive. 

The study resulted in the findings summarised below. 

Various knowledge valorisation channels and tools are applied in EU MS and AC to 
foster academia–industry collaboration. 
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Support is provided for both academia and companies. In addition, support is provided to 
intermediary organisations that facilitate academia–industry collaboration. The most 
common are initiatives involving academia–industry joint activities, implemented through 
mixed teams (composed of researchers and company representatives) working on joint 
projects (64 % of the respondents indicated involvement in such activities) or in the form 
of a public–private partnership (PPP, 61 % of the respondents). 

Support to academia–industry mobility (i.e. the exchange or placement of staff between 
collaborating institutions) exists, but seems to be less intensive compared to other tools, 
such as mixed teams working on projects and science and technology parks. Mobility 
schemes are important for connecting researchers to companies and thus for increasing 
the potential for collaboration. Academia, and particularly universities, search for 
partnership opportunities with industry through specific, designated teams. Many 
universities and research institutions have technology transfer offices (as part of their 
organisational structure, or attached to them) which facilitate cooperation with business, 
in order to commercialise research results. 

The levels of cooperation are influenced by the area of research. On the industry side, the 
most active organisations are large companies that invest in research, or innovative and 
research-driven SMEs seeking opportunities to cooperate with research teams. 
Intermediary organisations play an important role in supporting academia–industry 
collaboration, as they connect supply to demand and provide one-stop-shop services 
addressing various needs. 

Intellectual property management tends to be institutionalised within academic structures, 
or provided through governmental support bodies or intermediary organisations, rather 
than supported through specifically designed schemes or programmes. 

In some cases, legislative and administrative provisions and incentives – such as tax 
exemptions and interest rate subsidies – are in place to support innovative activity in 
companies. 

Support for academia–industry collaboration in EU MS + AC is mainly provided at 
the national level and forms part of national-level strategies. 

Although there are some regional-level support schemes, particularly in countries such as 
Belgium, Italy, Spain and the United Kingdom, clear divisions between national and 
regional-level support cannot be made in most countries. Local-level initiatives supporting 
local economic development, often driven by cities, are also in place. These initiatives 
facilitate cooperation and interaction between various parties such as companies, 
academia, regional development agencies, NGOs, financial institutions and citizens. Such 
initiatives are likely to be implemented by larger cities. The local presence of a university 
or a research institute can be an enabling factor, but is not necessarily required. 

Support to academia–industry collaboration is not new 

Many tools supporting the use of scientific results for economic benefit have been in place 
for a relatively long period (over 10 years). They include science/technology parks and co-
working spaces, clusters and networks, business advisory services, innovation vouchers 
for companies and academia–industry mobility support schemes. Based on the survey 
responses, only innovation hubs and incubators appear to be comparatively new initiatives 
in most countries, as they have existed for less than 10 years. Despite the support provided 
and the improvements observed, Europe is still lagging behind in its ability to convert 
scientific results into products and services (1). This indicates that new tools and 
approaches are needed to respond to the changing environment. 

                                                

(1) European Commission (2020), Valorisation – making results work for society; European Commission (2020), 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/research_and_innovation/strategy_on_research_and_innovation/documents/ec_rtd_valorisation_factsheet.pdf
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The widening countries underperform compared to other countries 

Knowledge valorisation channels and tools that foster the commercialisation of research 
results are similar across countries, but they are applied to varying degrees and levels of 
intensity. The intensity of academia–industry knowledge transfer initiatives in the widening 
countries is lower than in other countries. This particularly applies to research-driven spin-
offs and start-ups, which also appear to be relatively new activities in widening countries. 
Intellectual property management and standardisation are also less common in the 
widening countries. 

Many societal actors take part in knowledge valorisation 

In terms of societal actors, schools and other educational institutions are most often 
involved in knowledge valorisation activities, followed by municipalities and NGOs, 
including professional and branch associations. Hospitals and museums are also involved 
in research collaboration and the uptake of scientific results. There are examples of 
initiatives that support technological uptake by governmental bodies, such as GovTech 
Lab. Varius societal groups, such as farmers and media representatives, are also 
sometimes involved in knowledge transfer. 

Various initiatives are applied to engage societal actors in knowledge valorisation. Most 
often, this happens through involvement in joint research projects. Other tools include 
networking for the implementation of innovative actions, the creation and sharing of data 
on online repositories, innovating cities, co-creation spaces and citizen science initiatives. 
The involvement of societal actors in knowledge valorisation has a huge untapped 
potential for generating new ideas and addressing societal challenges in innovative ways. 
Many initiatives supporting innovation in cities, co-creation spaces and citizen science are 
relatively new. They appear to be growing quickly and are effective in engaging societal 
actors in research activities and knowledge valorisation. 

Open data are not fully exploited to support knowledge valorisation 

The wide use of open data is hampered by insufficient awareness of intellectual property 
rights management. Whilst many stakeholders store data and research results on online 
repositories, the data and research are used with caution, particularly for initiatives that 
involve profit, due to uncertainties about the applicable rules. 

Areas for further investigation  

This study has identified the following areas where further investigation is needed. 

 Sector specifics. It would be useful to investigate knowledge valorisation tools 

and practices per economy sector. Academia–industry collaboration is more 
challenging in some sectors than in others. 

 Characteristics of the economy and research environment and their 
influence on knowledge transfer. It would be useful to investigate how the 
characteristics of the economy and the research environment affect knowledge 
valorisation, along with the effectiveness of various knowledge valorisation tools. 

 Factors that motivate and enable societal organisations to participate in 
knowledge transfer. It would be useful to further explore the motivations of 
societal actors to take part in knowledge valorisation activities, as well as other 
factors enabling or hampering their engagement. On this basis, the most suitable 
supporting tools and new approaches could be identified.  

                                                

Science, research and innovation performance of the EU. 

https://govtechlab.lt/about/
https://govtechlab.lt/about/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/srip/2020/ec_rtd_srip-2020-report.pdf


7 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
The goal of the EU knowledge valorisation policy is to increase the impact of R & I 
investment. It aims to support the transformation of data, research results and innovation 
into sustainable products, processes and services that result in economic value and 
benefit society. 

The main actors and channels for the uptake of R & I results that are within the focus of 
the policy are shown below (2). 

Table 1. Actors and channels for research result valorisation 

In this report, knowledge valorisation is defined as transforming research outputs 
into practical solutions, involving all players, in order to accelerate their potential 
uptake by industry and society. 

Citizen/societal actor engagement focused on the involvement of cities, local 
communities, public institutions (hospitals, schools, science parks / museums and 
cultural centres) and end users in knowledge uptake activities. 

1.1 OBJECTIVES AND SCOPE OF THE STUDY 

This study aims to provide an overview of programmes and initiatives at the national and 
regional levels that support the uptake of research results. This could inform the future 
development of the EU knowledge valorisation policy through a mapping of initiatives, 
policies and programmes in the EU MS + AC (3) (4). 

The study focuses on: 

(a) Academia–industry relations – particularly supporting schemes at the national and 
regional levels which enable researchers, universities and research and technology 
organisations to connect to companies (particularly SMEs). The following main questions 
are addressed: 

                                                

(2) European Commission (2020), Valorisation Channels and Tools – Boosting the transformation of knowledge into 
new sustainable solutions, Policy review. 

(3) Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czechia, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, 
Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom (former Member State). 

(4) The following associated countries were covered: Albania, Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Faroes, Georgia, 
Iceland, Israel, Moldova, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Norway, Serbia, Switzerland, Turkey and Ukraine. 

Actors Channels 

 Academia 

 Industry 

 Private investors 

 Public authorities 

 Civil society 

 Academia–industry joint research and 
mobility 

 Research-driven spin-offs and start-ups 

 Intermediaries and knowledge transfer 
professional support bodies 

 Engagement of citizens and local 
communities 

 Intellectual property management and 
standardisation 

 Knowledge dissemination and policy uptake 

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/f35fded6-bc0b-11ea-811c-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/f35fded6-bc0b-11ea-811c-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
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 What types of support (programmes and schemes) foster collaboration and 
knowledge exchange between academic researchers and industry/SMEs at the 
national and regional levels? 

 What are the common features and trends of academia–industry collaboration 
activities and support schemes? 

 What is the level of resources used by the different instruments and practices? 

(b) Citizen engagement – particularly regarding cities, local communities, public 
institutions (hospitals, schools, museums and cultural centres) and end users in 
knowledge uptake activities. The mapping aimed to answer the following questions. 

 What types of initiatives are used to engage societal actors in knowledge uptake 
activities? 

 What are the categories and characteristics of the societal actors that often 
engage in R & I valorisation and knowledge exchange initiatives? 

 What is the level (national, regional, community) and stage (project beginning, 
mid-project, end-project) of engagement? 

 What resources and tools are used to enable various types of practices (such as 
online platforms, databases, repositories or market places)? How are they used 
by different societal actors? What additional services are used to address needs 
with possible solutions? 

1.2. APPLIED METHODOLOGY 

The study takes into account the EU policy objectives on knowledge valorisation, as 
outlined in various EU documents and publications (5). 

Information on national- and regional-level schemes and initiatives for knowledge 
valorisation was retrieved through desk research, based on several sources: 

 country reports from the research and innovation policy support facility; 

 the Regional Innovation Monitor Plus website; 

 the websites of funding agencies or managing bodies that provide support for 
innovation and knowledge valorisation. 

The main information sources are indicated in Annex 1. 

An online survey was carried out from July to September 2021 among Horizon 2020 
beneficiaries, including universities, research institutions, TTOs, business and technology 
parks, industry representatives, NGOs and public bodies. The survey was also promoted 
through the European Commission Funding and Tenders Portal (6). The survey collected 
information on the current practices and support schemes in EU MS + AC related to 
knowledge valorisation, focusing on academia–industry collaboration and the involvement 
of citizens and societal actors in knowledge valorisation initiatives. 

                                                

(5) European Commission, https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/research-area/industrial-research-and-
innovation/eu-valorisation-policy_en  

(6) European Commission, https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/news#15588 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/research-area/industrial-research-and-innovation/eu-valorisation-policy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/research-area/industrial-research-and-innovation/eu-valorisation-policy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/news#15588
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Structured interviews were conducted to supplement the information collected through the 
survey, particularly for the countries less represented in the survey. The interviews aimed 
to investigate the two aforementioned topics. In total, seven interviews were conducted 
with TTOs, research institutions, universities and an academy of science. The list of 
interviewed organisations is presented in Annex 3. 

The mapping covered initiatives from all of the countries within the scope of the study. An 
Excel database with the main knowledge valorisation initiatives per country was produced, 
based on the information provided by the survey respondents and supplemented with 
information gathered through the interviews and the desk research (Annex 4). The 
database contains the following information fields. 

 Indication of whether the country is a Member State or an Associated Country. 

 Indication of whether the country is a Horizon Europe widening country (7). 

 Name of the country. 

 Name of the knowledge valorisation support programme/scheme/initiative, along 
with a short summary. 

 Level of support: EU, national–EU co-funded, national, regional, regional–EU 
co-funded, local (municipal level), other (other donors). 

 Knowledge valorisation channels: 

‒ Academia–industry joint research and mobility; 

‒ Research-driven spin-offs and start-ups; 

‒ Intermediaries and knowledge transfer professional support bodies; 

‒ Engagement of citizens and local communities; 

‒ Intellectual property management and standardisation; 

‒ Knowledge dissemination and policy uptake. 

 Knowledge valorisation tools: 

‒ Mobility support schemes (academia to industry and industry to academia); 

‒ Administrative incentives to foster technology transfer; 

‒ Innovation vouchers; 

‒ Research/innovation projects; 

‒ Proof of concept schemes; 

‒ Innovating cities initiatives; 

‒ Co-creation spaces and joint laboratories; 

‒ Open science (open labs, living labs, online repositories); 

‒ Citizen science; 

‒ Other/combination of tools. 

 Web address. 

                                                

(7) Countries that have low R & I performance are considered widening countries: see European Commission (2021), 
Horizon Europe Work Programme 2021–2022, 11. Widening participation and strengthening the European 
Research Area. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2021-2022/wp-11-widening-participation-and-strengthening-the-european-research-area_horizon-2021-2022_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2021-2022/wp-11-widening-participation-and-strengthening-the-european-research-area_horizon-2021-2022_en.pdf


10 
 

The collected information was analysed both in quantitative and qualitative terms. 

The quantitative data represent the percentage shares of the responses received through 
the survey. They are used to explore the differences in the involvement of respondents in 
various type of knowledge valorisation practices, and to indicate existing trends in 
knowledge valorisation support. The quantitative data are based on all responses 
received. In some cases, in order to investigate differences, the data were filtered as 
shown below. 

 Type of respondents – academia or industry. This allowed the investigation of 

involvement of the two key groups of stakeholders in knowledge valorisation with 
regard to academia–industry collaboration. 

 Groups of countries – widening countries and other countries. Considering the 
differences between the countries’ innovation potential, the survey responses 
from the countries with low R & I performance (widening countries) were 
compared with those from the countries with higher R & I performance (other 
countries), with regard to academia–industry collaboration and citizen 
involvement in knowledge valorisation. The Horizon 2020 widening countries 
included in the survey are shown below. 

‒ EU Member States. Bulgaria, Czechia, Estonia, Greece, Croatia, Cyprus, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Malta, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia and 
Slovakia. 

‒ Associated countries. Albania, Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Faroes, 
Georgia, Moldova, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia, Tunisia, Turkey 
and Ukraine. 

The qualitative assessment is based on the review of policy documents and previous 
reports and studies, interviews, as well as information on the knowledge valorisation 
initiatives retrieved through the desk research. 

1.3. LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 

The study identifies the main types of existing initiatives and support schemes fostering 
knowledge transfer, with a focus on two of the main knowledge valorisation channels: 
academia–industry collaboration and citizen engagement. Wherever possible, the study 
also compared the prevailing practices, in order to outline key trends and differences, 
particularly with regard to practices in the widening countries and the other countries. The 
report does not present exhaustive information on all existing practices for knowledge 
transfer in all of the countries. 

The mapping presents the various types of knowledge valorisation channels and tools 
applied in EU MS + AC. It does not quantify the practices or their frequency of application. 
Therefore, the survey responses were not weighted by country or by national population. 
However, as the number of responses received per country varied significantly, the survey 
results are skewed towards the countries from which a higher number of responses were 
received. To mitigate this, interviews were carried out with organisations from the countries 
with the lowest participation in the survey.  
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1.4. STRUCTURE OF THE REPORT 

The report consists of the following main chapters. 

Chapter 1 provides introductory information about the scope of the study as well as the 
methodology applied. 

Chapter 2 presents national and regional-level initiatives for knowledge valorisation, with 
a focus on academia–industry collaboration. 

Chapter 3 analyses the engagement in knowledge valorisation of other national and 
regional stakeholders, such as local authorities, schools, museums, hospitals and citizen 
organisations. 

At the end of Chapters 2 and 3, there are also key findings on academia–industry 
collaboration and citizen engagement in knowledge valorisation, respectively, along with 
issues that need to be further explored. 
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2. ACADEMIA–INDUSTRY RELATIONS 
Although one third of global scientific publications are produced in the EU, the uptake of 
scientific results by industry, and their commercialisation, remains below its fullest potential 
extent. There are indications that the EU is lagging behind in its ability to convert scientific 
results into products and services that stimulate sustainable growth (8). 

This chapter analyses the knowledge valorisation initiatives in EU MS + AC that can 
support the use of scientific results in the economy and society. 

2.1. KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER CHANNELS TO 
SUPPORT RESEARCH RESULTS UPTAKE IN THE 
ECONOMY AND SOCIETY 

Numerous knowledge transfer channels are in place in EU MS + AC to support the use of 
research results in the economy and society. These include academia–industry joint 
research and mobility, research-driven spin-offs and start-ups, intellectual property 
management and standardisation, entrepreneurial advice and training and various 
intermediary support structures that facilitate academia–industry collaboration. 

Judging by the survey responses from academia and industry representatives, as well as 
the information collected through desk research, academia–industry joint activities seem 
to be the most common mechanism supporting knowledge transfer in the economy. More 
than half of the universities and research institutions that took part in the survey, and 
around 40 % of the private companies, are involved in such activities (see Figure 1 below). 

 

Figure 1. Share of responses showing involvement in activities supporting research result utilisation in the economy 
Source: Online survey. 

Academia and industry mostly collaborate through mixed teams (composed of researchers 
and company employees) involved in joint research on a project and through a PPP. 
According to the survey results, mobility programmes (9) (academia to industry, and 
particularly industry to academia) and joint laboratories are less popular, particularly in the 
widening countries (Figure 2). 

                                                

(8) European Commission (2020), Valorisation factsheet – making results work for society; European Commission 
(2020), Science, research and innovation performance of the EU. 

(9) Exchange or placement of staff between collaborating institutions. 

31%

36%

50%

54%

21%

20%

31%

41%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Intermediaries and knowledge transfer
support

Research driven spin-offs and start-ups

Intellectual property management and
standardisation

Academia-industry joint activities

Industry Academia

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/research_and_innovation/strategy_on_research_and_innovation/documents/ec_rtd_valorisation_factsheet.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/srip/2020/ec_rtd_srip-2020-report.pdf
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Figure 2. Share of responses indicating involvement of the respondents in various type of academia–
industry joint activities 

Source: Online survey, responses to: ‘Please indicate academia–industry joint activities your organisation 

is involved in.’ 

PPPs imply longer horizons for collaboration and a broader scope, while mixed teams are 
associated with project-based ad hoc initiatives. Joint laboratories provide funding and 
facilities to stimulate collaboration between researchers and companies, and may also be 
in the form of a PPP with mixed funding, or supported through public funding. 

Mobility programmes provide opportunities to establish one-to-one contacts between 
academia and industry. In this regard, they are a key tool to facilitate academia–industry 
collaboration. These programmes may also enhance the quality of academic training and 
provide opportunities for the improvement of skills and expertise. However, mobility 
programmes do not appear to be flexible enough to provide opportunities for mixed 
working patterns for researchers – for example, splitting their working time between a 
university and a company. Examples of joint laboratories and mobility support programmes 
are presented below. 

Table 2. Examples of joint laboratories and mobility support schemes 

Initiative 
Implementing 
body 

Description 

CoLabs 
Fundação para a 
Ciência e a 
Tecnologia, Portugal 

Collaborative laboratories are built on the model of 
companies and research and development (R & D) 
units operating in association with a higher 
education institution (at least one company and unit 
per institution). The laboratories are established as 
non-profit private associations or as companies. 
Their main goal is to create skilled and scientific 
jobs, both directly and indirectly, by implementing 
R & I agendas for creating economic and social 
value. 

Laboratories and 
JR Centres 

Christian Doppler 
Research 
Association, Austria 

These are specially established research units with 
fixed terms, undertaking application-orientated basic 
research. Under the direction of highly qualified 
scientists, research groups work in close contact 
with commercial partners on innovative responses to 
business-related research issues. In 2020, 91 
laboratories and 17 Josef Ressel Centres 
contributed to science and innovation. The research 
budget of the research units was more than EUR 30 
million. 

29%

32%

42%

61%

64%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Industry to academia mobility

Joint laboratories

Academia to industry mobility

Public private partnerships

Mixed teams

https://www.fct.pt/apoios/CoLAB/index.phtml.en
https://www.cdg.ac.at/en/funding-programmes/christian-doppler-laboratories-cd-laboratories
https://www.cdg.ac.at/en/funding-programmes/christian-doppler-laboratories-cd-laboratories
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Source: Online survey, desk research. 

Based on the survey results and information collected through the interviews, it is evident 
that the majority of academia, and particularly universities, actively search for collaboration 
opportunities with industry. In many universities and research institutions, there are 
technology transfer offices (as part of their organisational structures or attached to them) 
that facilitate cooperation with industry to commercialise research results. 

The most active companies are either large (international) companies that invest in 
research (10), or innovative SMEs and research-driven companies seeking opportunities 
for cooperation with research teams. 

According to the survey results, intellectual property management and standardisation is 
the second most applied activity, particularly in academia. The number of European 
patents granted in the 2010–2019 period increased, although at a slower pace than in 
other parts of the world, notably Asia (11). However, relatively few intellectual property 
support schemes were identified in this study. This is because intellectual property 
management tends to be institutionalised within academia – or provided through 
governmental bodies or intermediary organisations – rather than supported through 
specifically designed schemes or programmes. At the same time, there are particular 
challenges related to fragmented and complex intellectual property management systems 
and insufficiently developed tools, as stated in the EU IP Action Plan  (EC COM(2020) 760). 
Examples of intellectual property management support are provided in the table below. 

Table 3. Examples of intellectual property management support 

                                                

(10) European Commission (2020), The 2019 EU Industrial R & D Investment Scoreboard. 
(11) EC COM(2020) 760, Making the most of the EU’s innovative potential – An intellectual property action plan to 

support the EU’s recovery and resilience. 

InnoSart 

Agency for Science, 
Innovation and 
Technology, 
Lithuania 

This measure supports new and innovative SMEs to 
recruit researchers. 

Industrial 
Fellowships 

Luxembourg 
National Research 
Fund 

The scheme awards PhD and postdoctoral grants to 
researchers who carry out their PhD or postdoctoral 
training in collaboration with a company in 
Luxembourg. The scheme is open to all scientific 
domains and to all researchers, regardless of their 
nationality. The collaborating companies must have 
a presence in Luxembourg. 

CIFRE 

Association 
Nationale de la 
Recherche et de la 
Technologie, France 

The programme allows companies to recruit doctoral 
students whose research projects, conducted in 
collaboration with a public laboratory, will lead to the 
defence of their theses. The programme is funded 
by the Ministry of Higher Education, Research and 
Innovation. 

Initiative 
Implementing 
body 

Description 

InnoWi 
InnoWi GmbH, 
Germany 

InnoWi GmbH was founded in 2001 by local 
universities and the state of Bremen to protect and 
market scientific results under protective law. For the 
13 universities and research institutes in the Bremen 
region, InnoWi offers a complete service package 
ranging from patent protection to patent exploitation. 

https://iri.jrc.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2020-04/EU%20RD%20Scoreboard%202019%20FINAL%20online.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/43845
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/43845
https://mita.lrv.lt/en/national-r-d-programmes/innostart
https://www.fnr.lu/funding-instruments/industrial-fellowships/
https://www.fnr.lu/funding-instruments/industrial-fellowships/
https://www.enseignementsup-recherche.gouv.fr/cid67039/cifre-la-convention-industrielle-de-formation-par-la-recherche.html
https://www.innowi.de/
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Source: Online survey, desk research. 

Intermediary organisations such as knowledge transfer organisations (KTOs) and TTOs, 
innovation hubs, incubators and technology/science parks, play an important role in 
academia–business cooperation. They provide facilities, maintain networks between 
various stakeholders and provide information, advice and training. 

Technology transfer offices may be established independently at the national or regional 
level, or can be part of (or attached to) universities or research institutions. TTO networks 

have been also established internationally – for example the Association of European 
Science and Technology Transfer Professionals (ASTP) and the European TTO 
Circle – and nationally, e.g. Netval (Italy), Réseau C.U.R.I.E (France), RedOTRI (Spain) 
and SwiTT (Switzerland). 

Innovation hubs and incubators provide services to companies. Commonly, these are run 
by foundations or NGOs, or are private enterprises that rent facilities and charge for their 
services. In some cases, these structures are supported by local and regional authorities 
or through national-level support schemes. 

Technology/science parks are usually established and supported by governmental bodies 
or regional/local authorities. Many such parks have recently been established in 
EU MS and AC (12). They provide working spaces and facilities for academia–industry 
collaboration and – to varying degrees – provide ‘soft’ types of support such as training, 
networking, innovation incubation and access to funding opportunities. Their ability to offer 
services is one of the key factors for their growth and sustainability. 

Examples of support to intermediary organisations are presented below in 2.2.4, 2.3 and 
2.4. 

Research-driven spin-off and start-ups are usually driven by academic research or joint 
academia–industry activities. Some of these initiatives are embedded in internal 
innovation and business development support structures within universities, while others 
are specifically designed support programmes at the national or regional level. Some 
examples are presented below. 

  

                                                

(12) International Association of Science Parks and Areas of Innovation.  

Innosuisse 
Innosuisse, 
Switzerland 

Innosuisse provides free of charge assisted patent 
searches and assisted patent landscape analyses to 
SMEs, start-ups, administrative bodies, non-profit 
organisations, and other private and public 
institutions and academic researchers, in 
collaboration with the Swiss Federal Institute of 
Intellectual Property. 

InoPatent 

Agency for Science, 
Innovation and 
Technology, 
Lithuania 

The main objective of the InoPatent support scheme 
is to encourage legal entities to apply for 
international patents for inventions and to register 
designs, thereby strengthening the international 
protection of intellectual property rights, and to 
promote research, experimental development and 
innovation activities. 

https://www.astp4kt.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/communities/en/community/tto-circle-community
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/communities/en/community/tto-circle-community
https://netval.it/netval-italian-network-of-technology-transfer-offices-of-universities-and-public-research-organizations/
http://www.redotriuniversidades.net/
https://switt.ch/home
https://www.iasp.ws/our-members/directory?&sortfield65=&direction65=asc&doshow65=1&filtercontrol651=Belgium&filtercontrol652=0&TechSectors=0&searchword65=&q=&filtercontrolevents_active=
https://www.innosuisse.ch/inno/en/home/start-your-innovation-project/IPI-patended-innovation.html
https://mita.lrv.lt/en/national-r-d-programmes/innopatent
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Table 4. Examples of support programmes for research-driven spin-off and start-ups  

Source: Online survey, desk research. 

The channels of knowledge transfer to foster academia–business collaboration are similar 
across countries, although the types of support and the intensity of their application varies. 
The survey indicates that there is strong support for academia–industry joint activities, 
innovation hubs and knowledge transfer offices in Denmark, Germany, Luxembourg, 
Finland, Israel, Sweden, Norway and the United Kingdom. The responses from the 
widening countries indicate lower academia–industry collaboration across all types of 
activities (see Figure 3 below). 

 
Figure 3. Share of responses indicating involvement in activities related to research results uptake in the 
economy: widening countries and other countries 
Source: Online survey. 
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Initiative 
Implementing 
body 

Description 

Industria del 
Coneixement  

Government of 
Catalonia, Spain 

The aim of the Knowledge Industry Programme is to 
foster the development of new science-based spin-off 
companies, derived from the research carried out at 
universities and research centres. This is part of the 
strategy to transfer the technology and knowledge 
generated in the academic and scientific spheres to 
the business sector. 

Spin-Off 
Fellowships 
programme 

Federal Ministry of 
Education, Science 
and Research, 
Austria 

The programme aims to increase the number of start-
ups from universities and public research institutions, 
and to identify potential candidates willing to begin 
start-ups. 

Jyväskylä 
University 
Startup Factory 

Jyväskylä University, 
Finland 

The Startup Factory is an incubator where the best 
initial-stage business ideas can grow into successful 
companies, in cooperation with educational institutes. 
Many companies have been established based on 
research results produced at the university and many 
of them have been founded by university students. 

https://universitatsirecerca.gencat.cat/en/03_ambits_dactuacio/Transferencia-de-coneixement/programa-industria-del-coneixement/index.html
https://universitatsirecerca.gencat.cat/en/03_ambits_dactuacio/Transferencia-de-coneixement/programa-industria-del-coneixement/index.html
https://www.ffg.at/en/spin-off-fellowships
https://www.ffg.at/en/spin-off-fellowships
https://www.ffg.at/en/spin-off-fellowships
https://www.yritystehdas.fi/en/what-is-the-startup-factory
https://www.yritystehdas.fi/en/what-is-the-startup-factory
https://www.yritystehdas.fi/en/what-is-the-startup-factory
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The widening countries perform less favourably, particularly in terms of research-driven 
spin-off and start-ups, and intellectual property management and standardisation. 

According to the survey results and based on the reviewed schemes and initiatives, it is 
evident that most knowledge valorisation initiatives aimed at fostering academia–industry 
collaboration have been in place for more than 10 years. The only exceptions are 
innovation hubs and incubators, which are relatively new: the majority of survey responses 
indicate involvement in innovation hubs and incubators that lasted between 5 and 10 
years, or less than 5 years (Figure 4). 

In the Widening Countries, apart from innovation hubs and incubators, research-driven 
spin-offs and start-ups are also relatively new. More than half of the respondents from 
these countries indicated that they were involved in such activities for less than 10 years.  

 

 
Figure 4. Share of responses to the question ‘How long has your organisation been involved in the 
selected knowledge valorisation activities?’ 
Source: Online survey. 

2.2. TYPES OF SUPPORT AND TOOLS TO FOSTER 
COLLABORATION AND KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE 
BETWEEN ACADEMIC RESEARCHERS AND 
INDUSTRY/SMES 

Academia–industry joint activities are generally encouraged through the following forms of 
support: 

 Support schemes for companies to innovate. 

 Support to academia to commercialise research results. 

 Support to encourage academia–business collaboration. 

 Support to academia–business intermediary organisations. 

A variety of mechanisms, institutions and initiatives support joint research, including 
structures that host academia–industry joint activities (joint laboratories, technology parks 
and co-working spaces), knowledge transfer through KTOs, clusters and networks, 
business advisory and business incubating services, entrepreneurial advice and training, 
innovation vouchers for companies to innovate or cooperate with academia and 
academia–industry mobility support schemes. 
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Along with these, legislative and administrative provisions and incentives are in place to 
stimulate companies to invest in innovation. Examples of such measures are presented in 
the table below. 

Table 5. Examples of legislative and administrative incentives to foster innovation  

Source: Online survey, desk research. 

The creation of science and technology parks has been strongly supported in recent years, 
particularly in the widening countries. The survey responses show that the widening 
countries, as compared to the other countries, provide less support for mobility through 
industrial PhD schemes and hiring researches in companies, and for knowledge exchange 
and collaboration through clusters and networks (Figure 5). These soft activities are 
important to stimulate academia–research collaboration, by connecting researchers with 
companies. 
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Initiative Country Description 

Crédit Impôt 
Recherche 

France 

The research tax credit is a generic measure to support 
the R & D activities of companies, without restriction by 
sector or size. Companies that incur expenses for 
fundamental research and experimental development 
can benefit from the research tax credit by deducting 
them from their tax, under certain conditions. The 
research tax credit rate varies according to the amount 
of investment. 

Malta 
Enterprise – 
Interest Rate 
Subsidy 

Malta 

The Interest Rate Subsidy scheme supports qualifying 
businesses to subsidise the cost of debt finance of a 
loan. The support aims to facilitate investment in 
innovative businesses by enabling them to develop their 
operations and take products and services to the 
market. 

SIFIDE – R & D 
tax credit 
programme 

Portugal 

SIFIDE is a tax incentive system for research and 
business development. It aims to increase the 
competitiveness of enterprises and support their R & D 
work by deducting the collection of the value added tax 
of the respective expenses. 

https://www.service-public.fr/professionnels-entreprises/vosdroits/F23533
https://www.service-public.fr/professionnels-entreprises/vosdroits/F23533
https://www.maltaenterprise.com/support/interest-rate-subsidy
https://www.maltaenterprise.com/support/interest-rate-subsidy
https://www.maltaenterprise.com/support/interest-rate-subsidy
https://www.maltaenterprise.com/support/interest-rate-subsidy
https://sifide.ani.pt/
https://sifide.ani.pt/
https://sifide.ani.pt/
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Figure 5. Tools used to support academia–industry collaboration: share of responses received from the 
survey participants indicating the application of the respective tools in their country 
Source: Online survey, responses to the question: ‘Please indicate the tools for knowledge valorisation 
policy and support applied in your country.’ 

Support is provided predominantly at the national level and is part of governmental policy 
to stimulate research results uptake by the industry. The funding mostly comes from 
national budgets, EU programmes and own financing – including through the provision of 
services and commercial activities. EU support is mostly issued in the form of grants. 
Financial instruments are also provided, particularly to industry. The most important 
funding schemes are the Horizon 2020 programme, followed by the EU Structural and 
Investment Funds and other EU programmes such as L’instrument financier pour 
l’environnement (LIFE), Erasmus+, European Cooperation in Science and Technology 
COST Actions, European Research Council programmes and cross-border programmes. 
National and regional support includes grants and subsidies (budgetary support), tax 
incentives and financial instruments. Municipal support often includes access to R & I 
facilities, along with grants and tax incentives. 

There is no significant difference in the funding sources for knowledge valorisation 
activities between the widening countries and the other countries. Widening countries 
more often receive support from other organisations such as the World Bank, the World 
Health Organization, the United States Agency for International Development, the Foreign, 
Commonwealth & Development Office, the Japan International Cooperation Agency and 
Germany’s Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit. There are also 
bilateral research and industrial innovation programmes in some countries, such as Israel 
(with Singapore, South Korea and the United States) and Spain (with India). 

The information collected indicates that the intensity of academia–industry collaboration 
depends on the research area/sector of the economy. Knowledge transfer in some sectors, 
such as social science and humanitarian science, is more challenging than in others. 

2.2.1. Support schemes for companies to innovate 

These schemes provide incentives for companies to collaborate with universities and 
research institutions. Most of these programmes are implemented by governmental 
agencies at the national level. The support is mainly in the form of grants, with varying 
levels of co-financing by the companies. Some of these programmes are financed through 
the EU Structural and Investment Funds and co-funded by the respective countries. 
Innovative start-up companies are also supported through grants, financial instruments 
(loans, equity) and advisory and capacity-building services through business incubation or 
business angel activities. These schemes are supported by governments, local authorities 
or by the private sector, or may be enabled through government/private collaboration. 
Several examples are provided below. 

Table 6. Examples of support schemes for companies to innovate 

Initiative 
Implementing 
body  

Description 

Innovation 
vouchers 

Innovation Fund, 
Serbia 

The aim of the Innovation Vouchers scheme is to 
provide financial incentives to SMEs to collaborate 
with R & D institutions, thereby engaging in innovation 
and making their products more competitive. Financial 
support is up to EUR 7 000 and covers up to 60 % of 
total service costs. 

Smart&Start Invitalia, Italy 
Under the ‘Smart & Start Italia’ scheme, innovative 
start-ups can claim interest-free loans of up to 80 % of 
relevant costs for projects between EUR 100 000 and 

http://www.inovacionifond.rs/programs/innovation-vouchers
http://www.inovacionifond.rs/programs/innovation-vouchers
https://www.ice.it/en/markets/united-kingdom/smart-start-italy-most-generous-incentive-scheme-start-ups-world
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Source: Online survey, desk research. 

2.2.2. Support to academia to commercialise research results 

These support schemes aim to encourage universities and research institutions to 
cooperate with businesses. These initiatives include capacity-building and raising 
awareness for the possibilities to cooperate with the business, or support to commercialise 
research outputs and create spin-off or start-ups, as presented below. 

Table 7. Examples of support to academia to commercialise research results  

Source: Online survey, desk research. 

2.2.3. Support to encourage academia–business collaboration 

These schemes are mainly supported by national funding and implemented by 
governmental agencies. The support ranges from funding of joint research to experimental 
development and commercialisation, as presented below. 

 

EUR 1.5 million. The money can be borrowed in 
instalments over 24 months and then paid back over a 
10-year period. 

OXO Labs 
acceleration 
programmes 

OXO Labs, 
Hungary 

OXO Labs offers start-up incubation and acceleration 
programmes to facilitate and mentor early-stage tech 
projects. It also supports and funds projects in order to 
boost growth and market entrance. Five projects and 
teams are selected each year. OXO Labs provides 
angel funding of up to EUR 200 000 per project, in the 
form of equity or convertible note financing. 

Initiative 
Implementing 
body  

Description 

SPINNO Enterprise Estonia 

Three universities are supported with EUR 2 million 
grants in total, in order to strengthen their knowledge 
transfer services, including intellectual property 
management. 

FUSION 
Programme 

Malta Council for 
Science and 
Technology 

The programme provides support for researchers, in 
order to turn their innovative ideas into marketable 
products. 

Jyväskylä 
University 
Unifund 

Jyväskylä 
University, Finland 

The University of Jyväskylä financing company 
(Unifund Jyväskylä Ltd.) supports research-based 
business start-ups. The operations of new businesses 
may be based on the exploitation of intellectual rights 
created at the university, or on services based on 
research results. 

Higher 
Education 
Innovation Fund  

Research 
England, United 
Kingdom 

A GBP 230 million fund for knowledge exchange, in 
order to support and develop a broad range of 
knowledge-based interactions between higher 
education providers and the wider world (business, 
public and third-sector organisations community 
bodies and the wider public), which results in benefits 
to the economy and society. 

https://oxolabs.eu/#funding
https://www.eas.ee/images/doc/sihtasutusest/uuringud/innovatsioon/evaluation_of_the_spinno_programme.pdf
https://mcst.gov.mt/ri-programmes/fusion/
https://mcst.gov.mt/ri-programmes/fusion/
https://www.jyu.fi/en/university/unifund/unifund-jyvaskyla-ltd-1
https://www.jyu.fi/en/university/unifund/unifund-jyvaskyla-ltd-1
https://www.jyu.fi/en/university/unifund/unifund-jyvaskyla-ltd-1
https://re.ukri.org/knowledge-exchange/the-higher-education-innovation-fund-heif/
https://re.ukri.org/knowledge-exchange/the-higher-education-innovation-fund-heif/
https://re.ukri.org/knowledge-exchange/the-higher-education-innovation-fund-heif/
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Table 8. Examples of support schemes to encourage academia–business collaboration 

Source: Online survey, desk research. 

2.2.4. Support to academia–industry intermediaries 

The support to academia–industry intermediaries (knowledge transfer or technology 
transfer offices, business parks, innovation agencies, etc.) is commonly set up at the 
national, regional or local level, or in some universities or research institutes, as presented 
in the table below. Support comes from various sources (governmental subsidies, industry, 
local or regional authorities, and/or project-based funding). 

 

 

 

 

Initiative 
Implementing 
body  

Description 

Gama 2 

Technology 
Agency of 
Czechia 

Support is provided for the verification of results of 
applied research and experimental development, in 
terms of their practical application, and for 
preparing their subsequent commercial use or 
exploitation.  

BRIDGE 
programme 

Austrian 
Research 
Promotion 
Agency 

Funding is available for basic research projects 
conducted by consortia of partners involved in 
scientific research and industrial commercialisation. 
Funding of up to 80 % is available if the project is 
carried out in cooperation with SMEs. 

Co-innovation 
funding 

Business Finland 

Co-creation funding for preparing joint actions 
between companies and research organisations. 
Funding for the preparation of commercialisation of 
research-based ideas. 

MAGNET 
Israel Innovation 
Authority 

Grants for R & D collaboration as part of a 
consortium (a group of industrial companies and 
research institutions developing technologies 
together). 

ARN LabCom 

Agence nationale 
de la recherche 
(ARN), France 

The programme supports research actors to create 
new structured partnerships through the creation of 
‘joint laboratories’ with SMEs. A joint laboratory is 
defined by the signing of a contract specifying its 
operational parameters, including common 
governance, a roadmap for R & I activities, 
resources to operate the roadmap and a strategy to 
ensure that research activities create value. 

https://www.tacr.cz/en/gama-2-programme-sp-2/
https://www.ffg.at/en/programme/bridge
https://www.ffg.at/en/programme/bridge
https://www.businessfinland.fi/en/for-finnish-customers/services/funding/cooperation-between-companies-and-research-organizations
https://www.businessfinland.fi/en/for-finnish-customers/services/funding/cooperation-between-companies-and-research-organizations
https://innovationisrael.org.il/en/program/magnet-consortiums
https://anr.fr/en/call-for-proposals-details/call/joint-laboratories-between-research-organizations-and-smes-or-intermediate-sized-enterprises-labcom-5/
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Table 9. Examples of support to academia–industry intermediaries 

Intermediary 
organisation 

Country/ 
region 

Description 

Luxinnovation Luxembourg 

Luxinnovation is a national innovation agency established 
in 1984 in the form of a PPP between the Ministry of the 
Economy, higher education institutions, the Federation of 
Luxembourg Industry, the Chamber of Commerce and the 
Chamber of Crafts. The team has around 80 members. 
The funding comes predominantly from the government 
and has a 4-year horizon, while decision-making 
representation is split between the government and the 
private sector. Luxinnovation’s activities are both top-
down (implementation of governmental policy and 
strategic documents) and bottom-up, responding to the 
needs of the companies. 

Audna TTO 
Iceland 

Iceland 

TTO Iceland is the national technology transfer office. It is 
a non-profit limited liability company and is owned by 
universities, the Federation of Industries in Iceland and 
research organisations. It was established in 2019 and is 
staffed by four experts but also has one contact person in 
each university and research organisation, as well as one 
contact person in the Federation of Industries. TTO 
Iceland receives annual funding in the form of a subsidy 
from the government and receives partial support from 
universities and research institutions. Companies pay for 
TTO services. The organisation provides intellectual 
property management, evaluations, R & D, licensing, SME 
analyses, market analyses, networking support (via 
contacts with a variety of institutions), provides insights to 
start-up companies, and organises masterclasses and 
training programmes for researchers, in order to increase 
their awareness of knowledge transfer and cooperation 
with industry. 

Knowledge 
Transfer Ireland 

Ireland 

Knowledge Transfer Ireland is the country’s central point 
of reference for industry–academia partnership and 
research commercialisation. It is a governmental structure 
advised by a group of commercially experienced people 
drawn from industry (SME and multi-national, Irish and 
overseas) and the investment community. Through a 
stakeholder forum, activities are coordinated with 
representatives of Irish higher educational institutions, 
TTOs, research funders and government agencies. 

FEDIT Spain 

FEDIT is the Spanish Federation of Technological 
Centres. It was established in 1996 and works to promote 
innovation and technological development. The 
Federation consists of 35 technology centres distributed 
throughout Spain and staffed by about 5 400 people who 
provide services to 21 300 companies annually.  

Lithuanian 
Innovation Centre 

Lithuania 

The Lithuanian Innovation Centre is a public non-profit 
organisation providing services to enterprises, research 
institutions, industry associations and business support 
organisations. The centre was established in 1996 as a 
non-profit organisation with the support of the United 
Nations development programme, and in 1997 was 
reorganised into a public body. Shareholders of the 
Centre are the Ministry of Economy and Innovation, the 
Ministry of Education, Science and Sports and the 

https://www.luxinnovation.lu/
https://ttoiceland.is/
https://ttoiceland.is/
https://www.knowledgetransferireland.com/About_KTI/Our_People/
https://www.knowledgetransferireland.com/About_KTI/Our_People/
https://fedit.com/presentacion/
https://lic.lt/en/lithuanian-innovation-center/
https://lic.lt/en/lithuanian-innovation-center/
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Source: Online survey, desk research, interviews. 

2.3. REGIONAL LEVEL INITIATIVES 

The support at the regional level, based on the survey results and the desk research, 
appears to be more modest than that at the national level. However, a clear division 
between national and regional-level support cannot be made in most countries. Although 
some activities are implemented at the regional level, these are mostly planned and 
secured through national funding. Support schemes initiated by regional authorities are 
relatively few and they are predominantly in the countries with strong regional governance, 
for example in Belgium, Italy, Spain and the United Kingdom. Examples of regional-level 
initiatives are presented below. 

Table 10. Regional level initiatives supporting the utilisation of research in the economy 

Lithuanian Confederation of Industrialists. The team 
consists of about 50 people. Each year, the centre on 
average provides 5 000 instances of services 
(consultation, training, research, technological missions) 
for more than 1 000 clients (business enterprises and 
research institutions). 

Initiative 
Country/ 
region 

Description 

SPoW 
Science Parks of 
Wallonia, Belgium 

Seven Science Parks in Wallonia are working together 
to promote the technological know-how of the region. 
They offer companies the means to boost their 
innovative projects: a concentration of technological 
actors (companies, research centres, and universities), 
specialised infrastructure and services designed to 
support their needs. 

Tecnopoli 
Emilia-Romagna 

Emilia-Romagna 
region, Italy 

Tecnopoli is a network of 10 infrastructures in 20 
locations in the Emilia-Romagna region that host and 
organise specialised activities and services to support 
innovation by businesses, people and the local area. 

Krakow 
Technology 
Park 

Małopolska region, 
Poland 

Krakow Tech Centre – together with entrepreneurs, 
academia, and local authorities – creates ecosystems 
for the development of Małopolska’s economy. The 
centre manages the Polish Investment Zone, 
authorises tax exemptions, inspires enterprises and 
facilitates contacts with investors. Facilities for the 
development of SMEs are provided through a 
technology incubator and an accelerator. 

IGNICIA 
Programme 

Galicia region, 
Spain 

A programme implemented by the Galician Innovation 
Agency to support proof of concept projects, training 
and qualifications for knowledge transfer officers, 
technology transfer and innovation meetings and the 
development of technology transfer agreements. 

University 
Innovation Fund 

Scotland, United 
Kingdom 

The University Innovation Fund provides incentives to 
universities to work collaboratively to exploit their 
research, in order to improve Scotland’s economy. 

https://www.spow.be/en/
https://www.tecnopoli.emilia-romagna.it/
https://www.tecnopoli.emilia-romagna.it/
https://www.kpt.krakow.pl/en/
https://www.kpt.krakow.pl/en/
https://www.kpt.krakow.pl/en/
http://gain.xunta.gal/artigos/415/programa+ignicia+-+transferencia+conecemento
http://gain.xunta.gal/artigos/415/programa+ignicia+-+transferencia+conecemento
http://www.sfc.ac.uk/funding/university-funding/university-funding-innovation/university-innovation-funding.aspx
http://www.sfc.ac.uk/funding/university-funding/university-funding-innovation/university-innovation-funding.aspx
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Source: Online survey, desk research. 

2.4. LOCAL/CITY-LEVEL INITIATIVES 

Local-level initiatives driven by cities are also in place. These initiatives aim to support the 
economic development of cities and involve various parties such as local businesses, 
academia, regional development agencies, NGOs, financial institutions and citizens. Apart 
from soft services such as networking, advice and training, physical spaces and facilities 
are also usually made available. Funding or support to access funding can also be 
provided. Such initiatives are more often implemented in larger cities, but the presence of 
a university or research institute is not necessarily required. Science and technology parks 
and innovation hubs generally tend to provide services for the city/region in which they are 
located. Examples are shown in the table below. 

Table 11. Local/city-level initiatives supporting the utilisation of research in the economy 

Innovation 
voucher 
Programme 

Lombardy region, 
Italy 

The Lombardy region and the Chambers of 
Commerce, as part of the programme agreement for 
the economic development and competitiveness of the 
region, supports technological development in regional 
companies in cooperation with research centres and 
institutions. Support is provided for the development of 
innovative ideas, participation in EU programmes, the 
improvement of human capital, e-security and 
patenting.  

Initiative Location Description 

Barcelona Activa 
Barcelona, 
Spain 

The City Council of Barcelona, through Barcelona Activa, 
facilitates innovative start-ups in Barcelona. Facilities and 
services provided include business incubation, training, 
and Almogàvers Business Factory – a place where new 
microenterprises and/or self-employed professionals can 
interact with other companies and professionals. 

Leuven 
MindGate 

Leuven, 
Belgium 

Leuven MindGate was founded in 2016 when 29 leading 
knowledge institutions, companies and the city of Leuven 
joined forces. Companies cooperate with the government 
and knowledge institutions to create a thriving economy. 

Innoviris 
Brussels 

Brussels, 
Belgium 

As a regional institute for R & I, Innoviris connects, 
stimulates and financially supports citizens, companies, 
research institutes and non-profit organisations. The 
institute was established in 2003 to promote research, 
development and innovation, to provide support to young 
innovative companies and to support the placement of 
PhD researchers in industry. 

YES!Delft 
Delft, 
Netherlands 

YES!Delft began operating in 2005 as one of the first 
incubators in the Netherlands, next to the Delft University 
of Technology campus. YES!Delft enables tech startups 
in the following areas: blockchain, artificial intelligence, 
biotech, cleantech, medtech, edtech, aviation, robotics 
and complex technology. Start-ups are provided with 
custom start-up programmes, full-lifecycle services such 
as recruitment and funding, access to market and capital 
and a community of experts, corporate partners and 
mentors. 

https://www.bandi.regione.lombardia.it/procedimenti/new/bandi/bandi/ricerca-innovazione/ricerca-sviluppo-innovazione/voucher-ricerca-innovazione-contributi-processi-brevettazione-edizione-2013-RLU12020011723
https://www.bandi.regione.lombardia.it/procedimenti/new/bandi/bandi/ricerca-innovazione/ricerca-sviluppo-innovazione/voucher-ricerca-innovazione-contributi-processi-brevettazione-edizione-2013-RLU12020011723
https://www.bandi.regione.lombardia.it/procedimenti/new/bandi/bandi/ricerca-innovazione/ricerca-sviluppo-innovazione/voucher-ricerca-innovazione-contributi-processi-brevettazione-edizione-2013-RLU12020011723
https://www.barcelonactiva.cat/en/home
https://www.leuvenmindgate.be/
https://www.leuvenmindgate.be/
https://innoviris.brussels/
https://innoviris.brussels/
https://www.yesdelft.com/


25 
 

Source: Online survey, desk research. 

2.5. KEY FINDINGS  

The key findings related to academia–industry collaboration in knowledge valorisation are 
summarised below. 

Key findings 

In EU MS and AC, academia–industry collaboration is widely recognised as a means to 
support the uptake of research results in the economy. Initiatives and schemes to support 
academia–industry collaboration exist in all of the studied countries, although to varying 
degrees of intensity and with various tools applied. 

In some countries, academia–industry support schemes have been active for more than 
10 years. In others, some tools and support schemes have been introduced more recently. 

Widening countries have fewer support schemes than the other countries. They provide 
less support – particularly to initiatives related to research-driven spin-off and start-ups, 
intellectual property management, mobility programmes and clusters/networking. 

Support for academia–industry and industry-academia mobility is in place, but seems to 
be less intensive compared to other tools. At the same time, mobility schemes add value 
in terms of helping to establishment one-to-one interactions between academics and 
business professionals, thus increasing collaboration potential. These schemes provide 
opportunities for both researchers and companies to enrich their experience. 

Knowledge transfer intermediary organisations have a key role in facilitating academia–
industry relations, particularly in situations where such collaboration is weak. These 
organisations provide one-stop-shop services addressing various needs: creating and 
maintaining networks, facilitating communication, reconciling demand and supply, 
facilitating the identification of funding sources or advising on intellectual property rights. 
In some cases, these organisations can also provide facilities or funding. 

 

Szczecin_up! 
Szczecin, 
Poland 

Szczecin_up! is a mentoring programme that supports 
innovative enterprises in the Szczecin Metropolitan Area. 
Support is offered to entrepreneurs and newly formed 
companies with innovative ideas with market potential. 
Support is provided by mentors, advisors and business 
experts, training courses and workshops. The programme 
is implemented by the Szczecin Metropolis Development 
Agency and is supported by the West Pomeranian ICT 
Cluster. 

Lisboa Start-up 
Lisbon, 
Portugal 

A business incubator that launched its activities in 2012, 
with the opening of its first building in Lisbon’s historic 
downtown. Founded in 2011 by the Municipality of 
Lisbon, Montepio bank and the Portuguese Agency for 
Competitiveness and Innovation, Lisboa Start-up was the 
product of the will of citizens, having been one of the 
most voted ideas in the 2009/2010 Participatory Budget 
of the City Council. It is a private non-profit association 
whose mission is to support the creation of companies 
and entrepreneurs in their first years of activity, to 
promote job creation and aid the urban, social, and 
economic vitality of Lisbon. 

https://startup.szczecin.eu/o-programie/
https://www.startuplisboa.com/
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The study revealed several issues that should be further explored. These are presented 
below. 

Further investigation needed 

The approaches and tools for transferring research results in the economy depend on 
whether the novelties are in the area of social science, engineering, medicine or in other 
areas. Knowledge transfer seems more challenging in some sectors compared to 
others. Therefore, it would be valuable to investigate knowledge transfer specifics per 
sector: the tools that are applied, the areas of unexploited potential and the most 
successful existing approaches. 

More evidence is needed about the differences in knowledge valorisation practice 
between countries/regions, in order to complete the analysis. 

There is no ‘one size fits all’ solution when it comes to knowledge valorisation. The 
specifics of the research environment and the economy are important factors to 
consider. Therefore, it will be useful to investigate the approaches and tools that are 
suitable under specific conditions and for specific groups of countries/regions, where 
such groupings are practical. 
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3. CITIZEN AND SOCIETAL 
ORGANISATIONS ENGAGEMENT IN 
KNOWLEDGE VALORISATION 
Societal actor engagement in knowledge valorisation means the involvement of societal 
representatives and citizens in the processes of planning, knowledge creation, 
implementation, evaluation and control of research and knowledge-generating initiatives 
at the European, national and regional levels. 

Civic engagement in the R & D policy process largely determines the quality of the policies 
and, in particular, the social effects of their implementation. Societal engagement is an 
important dimension of innovation activities and practices, whose task is to make science, 
technology and innovation more open to stakeholders and society as a whole. Public 
engagement in R & D contributes to transparency and social sustainability. A continuous 
commitment to the involvement of societal actors in knowledge uptake is required, which 
in turn will materialise in the form of better results for the society. 

3.1. SOCIETAL ACTOR INVOLVEMENT IN R & I 
VALORISATION AND KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE 
INITIATIVES 

The societal actors that usually take part in knowledge valorisation activities are schools 
and other educational institutions, municipalities, NGOs and professional or branch 
associations, hospitals, museums, farmers, the media and citizens. Governmental bodies 
may also make use of research results. 

According to the survey responses, schools and other educational institutions are the 
societal organisations most often involved in knowledge valorisation activities, followed by 
municipalities and NGOs (see Figure 6 below).  

Figure 6. Share of societal actors involved in knowledge valorisation, according to the survey responses 

Source: Online survey, responses to the question: ‘Please indicate the societal actors that are involved in 

knowledge valorisation activities of your organisation (multiple answers are possible)’. 

In contrast to academia–industry relations, the survey results indicate that cooperation 
with societal actors in knowledge valorisation in the widening countries happens more 
often but has the same ranking – the first three positions are taken by educational 
institutions, local authorities, and NGOs. Only cooperation with hospitals is stronger in the 
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other countries compared to the widening countries (Figure 7). However, this needs to be 
further researched, as there is no other evidence to cross-check this result. 

 
 
 
Figure 7. Share of responses indicating involvement of societal actors in knowledge valorisation: widening 
countries and other countries 
Source: Online survey, responses to the question: ‘Please indicate the societal actors that are involved in 
knowledge valorisation activities of your organisation (multiple answers are possible).’ 

3.2. TYPE OF INITIATIVES AND SUPPORT SCHEMES 
USED TO ENGAGE SOCIETAL ACTORS IN 
KNOWLEDGE UPTAKE ACTIVITIES, TOOLS AND 
PRACTICES 

The initiatives applied in the EU MS + AC to engage societal actors in knowledge 
valorisation activities vary from more conservative approaches, such as involvement in 
research projects, to ‘open science’ types of action. Societal actors are usually involved in 
the following types of knowledge valorisation initiatives: 

 joint research through research projects; 

 networking and participation in innovative actions; 

 innovation in cities; 

 co-creation spaces and living labs; 

 open science initiatives. 

Based on the survey responses, the tools and practices used to engage societal 
organisations in knowledge valorisation most often include scientific research to provide 
advice and data to guide decisions or policymaking. Research data for policy implies 
cooperation with, and the involvement of, administrations at the national, regional or local 
levels, while scientific advice can also involve other societal actors such as hospitals and 
museums. 
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Societal actors are also involved in cooperating in the production of databases and in open 
science initiatives, including co-creation spaces and living labs (Figure 8). 

 
Figure 8. Share of responses indicating the usage of various types of tools and practices to collaborate 
with societal actors 
Source: Online survey, responses to: ‘Please indicate the tools and practices your organisation is using to 
collaborate with citizens, public bodies and societal actors (multiple answers are possible).’ 

Innovating cities, co-creation spaces and living labs are relatively new initiatives. The 
majority of respondents involved in open science actions have been involved in such 
activities for less than 10 years. 

Judging by the survey responses, in the widening countries, sharing data on digital 
platforms and repositories is more common than in other countries. In the other countries, 
living lab facilities more often involve societal actors in knowledge valorisation, compared 
to the widening countries (Figure 9). 

 
Figure 9. Share of responses indicating the types of tools used to collaborate with citizens, public bodies 
and societal actors: widening countries and other countries 
Source: Online survey, responses to: ‘Please indicate the tools and practices your organisation is using to 
collaborate with citizens, public bodies and societal actors (multiple answers are possible).’ 

The support provided in EU MS and AC is mainly for initiatives that enhance academia–
governance joint activities and academia–citizen or other organisational joint activities 
(schools, museums, hospitals, NGOs) according to the initiatives reviewed and the survey 
responses (Figure 10). Academia–governance initiatives vary from research support for 
policy-making, to academia–cities joint initiatives in particular areas, such as smart cities 
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and innovation in urban mobility. Support for the creation or maintenance of online 
repositories is provided to a lesser extent. 

 
Figure 10. Share of responses indicating the types of support provided in the widening countries and the 
other countries for initiatives involving societal actors in knowledge valorisation 
Source: Online survey. 

Support is provided through national or municipal funding, or by universities or 
associations. Municipalities are particularly active in innovation cities type of initiatives. 
Some initiatives are joint actions of a variety of stakeholders including hospitals, NGOs, 
local authorities, universities and industry representatives and focus on particular societal 
challenges such as health and care, clean food, etc. 

Many initiatives involving social actors in knowledge valorisation are implemented at the 
local level (particularly those related to innovating cities, living labs and citizen science 
initiatives). However, there are also national and regional-level support schemes targeting, 
for example, schools or farmers, or which provide support to cities to innovate. 

3.3. SOCIETAL ACTOR ENGAGEMENT 

Governmental bodies and agencies usually provide administrative and financial support, 
identify and promote topics with high societal impact, develop guidelines, coordinate 
initiatives supporting R & I valorisation and facilitate the exchange of information. These 
authorities are also usually engaged in the monitoring and evaluation of knowledge 
valorisation activities, but are not likely to be engaged in the transfer and uptake of 
research results (apart from the use of results to inform decisions and policymaking). 
Innovative actions can include support for the uptake of innovative solutions and 
technologies by governmental bodies (policy innovation). 

Local authorities, as compared to governmental bodies, are more often engaged in 
supporting and hosting knowledge valorisation initiatives and in disseminating scientific 
results to the general public, thus supporting the understanding and involvement of 
citizens. However, according to the survey results, they are less involved in collaborative 
research than other societal actors such as hospitals, museums and civil-society 
organisations. Local authorities are usually involved in initiatives targeting municipal/local 
development and can encompass various topics such as sustainable development, 
transport, economic development, etc. The initiatives often involve actors such as 
academia, business, citizens or other societal organisations. Some of these initiatives are 
supported locally or regionally, while others can be supported through national level 
programmes. Examples of local authority involvement in knowledge valorisation are 
presented in the table below. 
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Table 12.. Examples of local authority involvement in the uptake of research results 

Source: Online survey, desk research. 

Initiative 
Local 
authority  

Implementing 
body 

Description 

Berlin 21 
Berlin, 
Germany 

Berlin 21 
association  

Berlin 21 supports the participation of civil 
society in the development of a sustainable 
capital region. More than 30 institutional 
members and over 60 individual members 
work together for the further development 
and continuation of the goals set out in the 
Berlin Local Agenda 21. 

SofiaLab 
Sofia 
Municipality, 
Bulgaria 

Sofia 
development 
association 

SofiaLab was set up as an urban living 
lab – a smart city community infrastructure 
and ecosystem that promotes urban 
innovations and local development by 
bringing together the leading actors from 
public administration, academia, industry 
and social organisations. 

PFR for 
Cities 

Various Polish 
cities 

Polish 
Development 
Fund 

A programme addressed to city 
representatives and based on three 
pillars – education, consulting and 
financing. The aim of the activities carried 
out by the Polish Development Fund is to 
raise awareness about the development of 
smart cities, to increase the number of 
innovative solutions in Polish local 
government and to facilitate access to 
finance for this type of investment. 

Smart Cities 
Various 
Czech cities 

Ministry for 
Regional 
Development 
of Czechia 

Cooperation between universities and 
cities in the field of implementation of 
state-of-the-art digital systems, etc. 

Urban 
mobility labs 

Vienna, Graz, 
Linz/Steyr and 
Salzburg, 
Austria 

Federal 
Ministry of 
Transport, 
Innovation and 
Technology, 
Austria 

The Ministry uses urban mobility labs to 
support experimental environments in 
which research institutes, companies and 
citizens can jointly research and test new 

mobility solutions. Five urban mobility 
labs located in four urban areas address 
key issues of local and regional mobility 
futures. They will support the evolution of 
Austria’s cities into hotspots for future 
mobility innovation by exploring, testing, 
implementing and scaling up new 
solutions. 

Platform6 
Tampere, 
Finland 

Tampere Start-
up Hub 

Platform6 was set up by the city of 
Tampere. It is a co-working space, a home 
for more than 50 start-ups and a natural 
meeting place for the start-up community. 
It is operated by Tampere Start-up Hub, a 
non-profit organisation for serial 
entrepreneurs, start-ups and local 
community builders hosting the Tampere 
start-up ecosystem under one roof. 

https://berlin21.net/content/aufgaben-und-ziele
https://www.sofia-da.eu/
https://pfrdlamiast.pl/
https://pfrdlamiast.pl/
https://mmr.cz/cs/microsites/sc/smart-cities
https://mobilitaetderzukunft.at/en/articles/mobility-labs/
https://mobilitaetderzukunft.at/en/articles/mobility-labs/
https://mobilitaetderzukunft.at/en/articles/mobility-labs/urban-mobility-labs.php#mobilab#schl3
https://mobilitaetderzukunft.at/en/articles/mobility-labs/urban-mobility-labs.php
https://mobilitaetderzukunft.at/en/articles/mobility-labs/urban-mobility-labs.php
https://platform6.fi/
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The societal actors that take part in collaborative research are hospitals, NGOs, museums 
and schools/other educational institutions. These organisations are usually actively 
involved in research activities and use research results, but (to varying degrees) may also 
be involved in the management of the initiatives. Examples of such initiatives are 
presented below. 

Table 13. Examples of societal actor involvement in knowledge valorisation activities 

Source: Online survey, desk research. 

Citizen involvement can take the form of citizen science initiatives, in which citizens are 
involved in scientific work in collaboration with – or under the direction of – scientists and 
scientific institutions. Citizens are involved in initiatives such as co-creation spaces and 

living labs, or supporting innovative ideas through crowdfunding. The European Citizen 

Initiative 
Supporting 
body 

Description 

Sparkling 
Science 

Federal 
Ministry of 
Transport, 
Innovation 
and 
Technology, 
Austria 

This research programme actively involves schoolchildren in 
authentic research projects. The scientific institutions are 
supported to cooperate with educational institutions and, if 
possible, partners from business and society, to offer pupils 
an insight into the world of science. 

E-learning 
platform for 
schools  

Government 
of Flanders, 
Belgium 

The i-Learn programme was launched in September 2019. In 
close cooperation with Flemish schools and teachers, an 
online portal was created through which software providers 
can make their digital applications for personalised learning 
widely available. Educational technology offers teachers the 
possibility to create a personalised learning path for each 
student. After a successful pilot in 12 Flemish schools in 
2020–2021, the portal was officially launched on 
1 September 2021. 

Health Holland 
Health 
Holland, 
Netherlands 

The scheme offers citizen science for health and care. It 
supports R & I in the fields of health and care, based on the 
initiative of citizens who collaborate with researchers, 
healthcare professionals, entrepreneurs and, where relevant, 
the government. The aim of the programme is to produce 
creative, innovative and – above all – sustainable solutions 
based on citizen science. The initiative is jointly managed by 
representatives of industry, academia and government. 

KEHO 

Central 
Finland 
Health and 
Wellbeing 
Ecosystem 
(KEHO) 

KEHO is a platform for cooperation, sharing information and 
strengthening the bond between operators. KEHO offers a 
social platform for promoting innovations, developing new 
ideas, coordinating cooperation and providing systematic 
information. The partners in the initiatives are research 
bodies in the area of health and sport, regional 
administration, the business services unit of the city of 
Jyväskylä, social welfare centres and the vocational 
colleague and business association. 

Science 
Museum 
Group 

Science 
Museum 
Group, 
United 
Kingdom 

Science Museum Group is a group of five museums in the 
United Kingdom. Various initiatives such as the Science 
Museum Group Academy and research activities enable 
people to engage with and participate in science, technology, 
engineering and maths, and to contribute to science and 
innovation. 

https://ecsa.citizen-science.net/projects/
https://www.sparklingscience.at/en
https://www.sparklingscience.at/en
https://www.i-learn.vlaanderen/en/
https://www.i-learn.vlaanderen/en/
https://www.i-learn.vlaanderen/en/
https://www.health-holland.com/about-us
https://kehofinland.fi/en/about-keho
https://learning.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/academy/
https://learning.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/academy/
https://learning.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/academy/
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Science Association promotes citizen science and hosts a platform for sharing citizen 
science projects, resources, tools and training. 

Most existing living lab initiatives in EU MS + AC are members of the European Network 
of Living Labs. The network promotes the living lab concept globally and enhances user-
driven innovation ecosystems. 

The survey results indicate that citizens are rarely involved at the planning stage of R & I 
activities, although there are examples of activities that were created on the initiative of 

citizens or farmers (such as Lisboa Start-up and Innovative Farmers). Citizen 

involvement usually takes place at the implementation stage, often when they are 
consulted or take part in research activities. Citizen engagement in the early stages of 
planning for R & I initiatives is important to ensure that the resulting innovations are 
meaningful for society and deliver results for citizens. Examples of involvement from 
citizens in science and innovation activities are presented below. 

Table 14. Examples of citizen involvement in knowledge valorisation activities 

                                                

(13) Innovative Farmers is part of the Duchy Future Farming Programme, funded by the Prince of Wales’s Charitable 
Fund through the sales of Waitrose Duchy Organic products. The network is backed by a team from Linking 
Environment and Farming, Innovation for Agriculture, the Organic Research Centre and the Soil Association. 

Initiative Supporting body Description 

The Lorraine 
Fab Living Lab 

Nancy Sud Lorraine 
Regional 
Development 
Agency 

The Lorraine Fab Living Lab is a structure that has 
been supported since 2009 by the University of 
Lorraine and Grand Nancy, aiming to develop 
innovation through citizen collaboration. This makes 
it possible to pool know-how through collaboration 
between researchers, universities and citizens, 
students, researchers, entrepreneurs, designers, 
etc. 

Centre for 
Citizen Science 

Austrian agency for 
international mobility 
and cooperation in 
education, science 
and research 

An information and service centre for scientists, 
citizens and experts from a range of disciplines that 
allows interested parties to network with the national 
and international citizen science community. 

Rzeszów 
Startup 
Accelerator 

Collaborative 
initiative between the 
HugeTECH 
company and the 
city of Rzeszów, 
Poland 

Supports people who have innovative ideas and are 
looking to implement them. Provides comprehensive 
support in the form of a series of training events for 
individuals preparing to enter the market. For the 
most promising projects, assistance is provided to 
obtain financing for further business development. 

Innovative 
farmers 

Innovative Farmers 
network (13), United 
Kingdom 

Innovative Farmers is a non-profit network of 
farmers and growers who are running on-farm trials 
on their own terms. The network was created in 
2012. Through the network, groups of farmers can 
work directly with a researcher to design ‘field labs’, 
i.e. on-farm trials that can be set up quickly and are 
highly practical. The group decides on the topic and 
the researcher helps design a trial. Field labs can be 
used for any issue that makes farm businesses 
more sustainable and resilient. There are over 40 
field labs on topics including tomato sensors, potato 
pests and agroforestry on livestock farms. 

https://ecsa.citizen-science.net/projects/
https://enoll.org/about-us/
https://enoll.org/about-us/
https://www.startuplisboa.com/
https://innovativefarmers.org/
https://www.agencescalen.fr/fr/lecteur-de-reportages/inauguration-du-lorraine-fab-living-lab.html
https://www.agencescalen.fr/fr/lecteur-de-reportages/inauguration-du-lorraine-fab-living-lab.html
https://zentrumfuercitizenscience.at/en/
https://zentrumfuercitizenscience.at/en/
https://rzeszowstartup.pl/
https://rzeszowstartup.pl/
https://rzeszowstartup.pl/
https://hugetech.pl/
http://www.rzeszow.pl/
https://innovativefarmers.org/
https://innovativefarmers.org/
https://innovativefarmers.org/find-a-field-lab/
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Source: Online survey, desk research. 

Open science initiatives do not seem to be very popular across EU MS + AC. Only 18 % 
of the survey participants reported involvement in ‘open lab’ types of activities. These 
activities are usually initiated by academia or professional or sectoral organisations and 
are rarely supported by national- or regional-level support schemes. 

Access to data is an important enabler of R & I. With this in mind, open science provides 
opportunities for easier access to data and thus supports knowledge valorisation. The EU 
open data directive (14) regulates data sharing generated with public funds, in an electronic 
format that can be easily accessed and used by stakeholders, including citizens. It 
provides possibilities for citizens and legal entities to use the data to create new, innovative 
products and services. 

At the same time, a significant percentage of the survey respondents reported that they 
share research results, data and software on online repositories. However, the use of 
these resources – particularly by companies for commercial purposes – may be hampered 
by insufficient awareness about  intellectual property rights management. Examples of 
such initiatives are presented below. 

Table 15. Examples of open science initiatives 

Source: Online survey, desk research. 

  

                                                

(14) Directive (EU) 2019/1024 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 June 2019 on open data and the 
re-use of public sector information 

Crowdfunding 
platform  

CrowdFon, Turkey 

Crowdfunding for innovative ideas. The 
crowdfunding platform is based on obtaining the 
financial support required for a project, by bringing 
together people who are interested in the project 
through a common network.  

Initiative 
Supporting 
body 

Description 

COSS 
Centre of Open 
Systems and 
Solutions, Finland 

The Finnish Centre for Open Systems and Solutions is 
a non-profit association that promotes open source, 
open data and open standards. Internationally, COSS 
is known as one of the oldest and most active centres 
for openness. 

UKIM 
repository 

St Cyril and 
Methodius 
University, North 
Macedonia 

Open database of St Cyril and Methodius University, 
Skopje. 

CeON 
Repository 

Centre for Open 
Science, Poland 

Repository of the Centre for Open Science, an open-
access repository for research output of Polish 
scholars. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1561563110433&uri=CELEX:32019L1024
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1561563110433&uri=CELEX:32019L1024
https://crowdfon.com/hakkimizda
https://crowdfon.com/hakkimizda
https://coss.fi/en/
https://repository.ukim.mk/
https://repository.ukim.mk/
https://depot.ceon.pl/?locale-attribute=en
https://depot.ceon.pl/?locale-attribute=en
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3.4. KEY FINDINGS  

The key findings on societal organisations involvement in knowledge valorisation are 
presented below. 

Key findings 

Various societal actors such as schools and other educational institutions, 
municipalities and local governments, NGOs, hospitals, and museums are involved in 
knowledge valorisation activities. Farmers and the media, as well as individual citizens, 
are also sometimes engaged in specific initiatives. 

The tools applied to involve societal actors in research activities and knowledge uptake 
vary, from participation in research projects to open science initiatives, including citizen 
science, living labs and innovating cities. The latter are relatively new but very promising 
in terms of the possibilities they create for sustainable forms of cooperation amongst a 
variety of societal actors, with research institutions, industry representatives and 
governing bodies. 

While many stakeholders store data and research results on online repositories, the 
actual use of the data is limited due to uncertainties related to intellectual property rights. 
The European knowledge valorisation policy aims to promote better use of open data 
particularly for commercial purposes.  

With regard to societal actor engagement in knowledge valorisation, there is a key topic 
that should be further explored. 

Further investigation needed 

In order to support societal organisations’ involvement in knowledge valorisation, it is 
important to find out what motivates societal actors to take part in these activities, as 
well as other factors that enable or hamper their engagement. On this basis, the most 
suitable tools or new approaches could be identified. 
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https://iri.jrc.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2020-04/EU%20RD%20Scoreboard%202019%20FINAL%20online.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/43845
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/43845
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/43845
https://euipo.europa.eu/tunnel-web/secure/webdav/guest/document_library/observatory/documents/reports/IPContributionStudy/IPR_firm_performance_in_EU/2021_IP_Rights_and_firm_performance_in_the_EU_en.pdf
https://euipo.europa.eu/tunnel-web/secure/webdav/guest/document_library/observatory/documents/reports/IPContributionStudy/IPR_firm_performance_in_EU/2021_IP_Rights_and_firm_performance_in_the_EU_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/research_and_innovation/strategy_on_research_and_innovation/documents/ec_rtd_valorisation_factsheet.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/research-and-innovation/sites/default/files/rio/report/MLE%2520Widenning_Summary%2520Report.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/research-and-innovation/sites/default/files/rio/report/MLE%2520Widenning_Summary%2520Report.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/statistics/performance-indicators/european-innovation-scoreboard_en
https://ec.europa.eu/research-and-innovation/en/statistics/policy-support-facility
file://///192.168.0.10/Ecorys/01Projects/On%20going/Ecorys%20Brussels_META/Implementation/Request%20for%20Service/Module%20B/Request%201_Mapping%20R&I%20initiatives/Report/Regional%20Innovation%20Monitor%20Plus
https://www.astp4kt.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/communities/en/community/tto-circle-community
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ANNEX 2. PARTICIPANTS IN THE SURVEY 

In total, 536 responses were collected – 274 (51 %) respondents completed the entire 
survey and 262 (49 %) partially completed the survey. The largest type of respondents is 
the group of universities and research organisations (47 % of all responses), followed by 
private companies and other organisations such as TTO/KTOs, NGOs and foundations, 
business parks, etc. Participation from public bodies was relatively lower (9 %), as shown 
in the table below. 

Table 16. Types of survey respondents 

Type of respondent Responded 
completely 

Partially 
responded 

Total 

No. No. No.  % 

Universities and secondary education 
institutions 

69 82 151 28 % 

Private companies (excl. education) 77 50 127 24 % 

Public bodies (excl. research and 
education) 

20 28 48 9 % 

Research organisations 51 54 105 20 % 

Others (TTOs, clusters, business parks, 
NGOs, etc.) 

57 48 105 20 % 

Total 274 262 536 100 % 

 

Responses were collected from all of the countries that fall in the scope of the study, but 
with varying degrees of participation. The majority of the responses were from the following 
Member States: Spain, Netherlands, Italy, France, Belgium, Romania and Germany. 
Malta, Luxembourg and Estonia were less represented. 

Fewer responses were received from associated countries than from Member States. The 
best represented were the United Kingdom (a former Member State), Norway and Israel. 
The least represented were Iceland, Tunisia, Georgia, Armenia and Faroes. 

The number of responses received per country is presented in the figure below. 
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Figure 11. Number of participants in the survey per country 

Responses were received from the following groups of countries: EU MS + AC and 
widening countries. They are presented in the table below. The share of responses 
between widening countries and other countries was comparable. 

Table 17. Participants in the survey per country groupings 

Country groups No. of responses  %* 

Member States  429 80 % 

Associated countries, including UK 107  20 % 

Widening countries 218 41 % 

Other countries 318 59 % 

* From the total number of responses 
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ANNEX 3. LIST OF ORGANISATIONS INTERVIEWED 

Organisation  Country 
Date of 
the 
interview 

Audna TTO Iceland 18.8.2021 

Luxinnovation Luxembourg 20.8.2021 

Agency for Science, Innovation and Technology Lithuania 

7.9.2021 
written 
input 
provided 

Centre for Technology Transfer and Innovation, Jožef Stefan 
Institute 

Slovenia 9.9.2021 

Academy of Science and Arts 
Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 

10.9.2021 

Lithuanian Innovation Centre Lithuania 14.9.2021 

University of Jyväskylä Finland 16.9.2021 

 

   



 

 

 

Getting in touch with the EU 

IN PERSON 

All over the European Union there are hundreds of Europe Direct information centres. 

You can find the address of the centre nearest you at: https://europa.eu/european-union/contact_en 

 

ON THE PHONE OR BY EMAIL 

Europe Direct is a service that answers your questions about the European Union. 

You can contact this service: 

– by freephone: 00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11 (certain operators may charge for these calls), 

– at the following standard number: +32 22999696 or 

– by email via: https://europa.eu/european-union/contact_en 

Finding information about the EU 

ONLINE 

Information about the European Union in all the official languages of the EU is available on the Europa 

website at: https://europa.eu/european-union/index_en 

 

EU PUBLICATIONS 

You can download or order free and priced EU publications from:  

https://op.europa.eu/en/publications. Multiple copies of free publications may be obtained by contacting 

Europe Direct or your local information centre (see https://europa.eu/european-union/contact_en). 

 

EU LAW AND RELATED DOCUMENTS 

For access to legal information from the EU, including all EU law since 1952 in all the official language 

versions, go to EUR-Lex at: http://eur-lex.europa.eu 

 

OPEN DATA FROM THE EU 

The EU Open Data Portal (http://data.europa.eu/euodp/en) provides access to datasets from the EU. 

Data can be downloaded and reused for free, for both commercial and non-commercial purposes. 
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This report presents a collection of national and regional initiatives 
for knowledge transfer in EU Member States and Horizon 2020 
associated countries with focus on two of the main knowledge 
valorisation channels: academia–industry collaboration and citizen 
engagement.  
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