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Horizon Europe Structure
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Pathfinder (TRL1-4)
• For consortia  (open and challenge calls) and single entities (challenge call)
• Early stage research on breakthrough technologies
• Grants up to €3/4 million

Transition (TRL 4-6)
• For consortia and single entities
• Technology maturation from proof of concept to validation
• Business & market readiness
• Grants up to €2.5 million

Accelerator (TRL 6-9)
• For individual SMEs
• Development & scale up of deep-tech/ disruptive innovations by startups/ SMEs
• Blended finance (grants up to €2.5 million; equity investment up to €15 million or above)

EIC Programs
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In 2023 EIC allocates ∼€1.6bn to Open and 
Challenge calls
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Why EIC Transition?

Suppport novel technologies

Path to Commercialisation
support

The Open funding support

Challenges: predefined 
thematic priorities (project

portoflios)

Who can apply?

Pathfinder* & H2020 FET*

H2020* or HEU* if on topic to 
EIC Challenges

FET ERA NETs* 

Eu Defence Fund (Preparatory 
Action on Defence Research)

ERC PoC*

Financial contribution

€0.5 - 2.5 mil

EIC Transition Open and Challenges 2023

*Started 12 months before or ended less than 24 months after the call deadline
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Budget €128.36 million

• Open: €67.86 million 

• Challenges: €60.5 million

▪ Full scale Micro-Nano-Bio devices for 

medical and medical research 

applications;

▪ Environmental intelligences;

▪ Chip-scale optical frequency combs

EIC Transition 2023

Applications

• 2 cut-offs

▪ 12 April 2023

▪ 27 September 2023

Grants up to €2.5 million

(or more if well justified)
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2 different MS or AC

Beneficiaries
independent legal entities

3 different countries
(min 1 Member State)

Countries
Member States or Associated
countries

min 3 different countries
(min 1 Member State)

Consortia 
may include universities (TTOs), 
RTOs, SMEs, corporates, 
customer organisations, end 
users
(e.g. hospitals, utilities, industry, regulatory 

bodies, public authorities) 

2 beneficiaries

3 beneficiaries

4 or 5 
beneficiaries

Who can apply?
Monobeneficiary or small consortia

1 Member State or AC1 beneficiary
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• Experimental Proof 

of concept (TRL3)

• Technology 

validated in the lab

(TRL4)

• Technology validated or 

demonstrated in relevant 

environment (TRL 5-6)

• supported by commercialisation 

strategy.

Technology develop.

Business validation

Starting

Point

Next
step

End

point

What an EIC Transition project is made of?
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Can you apply if you are not part of the initial 
consortium?

• YES!  WP2023 clearly mention this:

• If you were not part of the eligible project whose results are 
further developed in the EIC Transition proposal, you need to 
include in your proposal a commitment letter from the relevant 
owner(s) of the result(s), 

• which confirms the commitment of the owner of the eligible 
project result to negotiate with you fair, reasonable and non-
discriminatory access to such results, including IPR, for the 
purpose of future commercial exploitation.
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Apply by
12 April &

27 September

EIC Transition 2023

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1,0;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=43121666;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
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No more restriction in resubmission

Restrictions in the resubmissions have been removed

BUT

If you have received low score (below threshold) in the first 
evaluation, address the weaknesses and seek advice (NCP)

Do not resubmit without significant improvements



Experience &
lessons learned 
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Lessons learned / proposal content

• Need for focus on impact and higher business potential

• Some projects did not identify a significant market opportunity

• Business Model and Market Analysis
• Preliminary Business and Market analysis part of proposal

• Business Model validation and refinement of Market analysis 
alongside technology development 

• Technology Readiness Level
• Level 3 is the starting point in the proposal, cannot be less

• Level 4 is preferred especially when high technological risks 

• Level 5 is too high. Applicants can apply directly to Accelerator
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Feedback from the Jury Members

Applicants must provide clarity on aspects related to

• Technical milestones

• IPR ownership or access,

• budget and allocation of resources,

• technical and business risks,

• current and expected TRLs at the end of the project,

• interdependence of work packages and tasks,

• the future exploiting team, and

• the credibility of the business objectives.
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EIC Transition Overall results 2022

ineligible evaluated
success

rate

May cut-off

September
cut-off 104

210 66 144 20

287 183

14%

19%

submitted Selected 
for funding

34
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