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First reaction to the European Commission’s proposals on the new

Horizon Europe (FP10) and the Competitiveness Fund (ECF)

In the context of the European Commission's proposal for the next Multiannual Financial
Framework (2028-2034), APRE warmly welcomes the overall approach outlined for the 10th
Framework Programme for Research and Innovation (FP10) - Horizon Europe 2028-2034 -
and the new European Competitiveness Fund (ECF), recognizing their strategic importance

for the future of the European Union.

In particular, APRE highlights three key elements that go in the direction already advocated
in its contributions during the preparatory phase of FP10 and ECF:

e The bold and forward-looking decision - in line with the recommendations of Mario
Draghi, Enrico Letta and Manuel Heitor - to place research and innovation at the heart
of the EU’s economic and social agenda, acknowledging them as fundamental drivers
of competitiveness, sustainability, and strategic autonomy, in line with the major
ongoing transitions;

e The overall ambition of the Commission’s proposal, which allocates €409 billion to the
Competitiveness Fund and €175 billion to the new Horizon Europe. This is a clear,
long-awaited, and necessary signal, marking a turning point in the allocation of
resources aligned with the Union’s strategic ambitions. It represents an excellent
starting point for negotiations among Member States;

e The decision to maintain FP10 as a distinct programme with its own identity and
structure, while ensuring synergies with the Competitiveness Fund. This approach
safeguards scientific and technological freedom and recognizes Horizon Europe as a
programme based on the principle of scientific excellence, geared towards knowledge

generation and addressing medium- and long-term societal challenges.

APRE wishes to express its sincere appreciation to Commission President Ursula von der

Leyen, Vice-President Séjourné and Commissioner Zaharieva for their commitment and vision




in placing research and innovation at the core of this proposal. In the coming weeks, APRE
will further examine the legislative proposals, particularly within its community of Members,
with a specific focus on the governance structure between FP10 and ECF, the content of the
new Horizon Europe, and the overall rules for participation in the programmes. Of central
importance will be the need to ensure a stable presence of collaborative research across all

thematic areas, including those with high technological intensity.

At the same time, APRE calls on the European co-legislators - the European Parliament and
the Council - to preserve and further strengthen the ambitious framework put forward by
the Commission. Any reduction in resources or objectives would represent a step backward,

inadequate to the challenges at stake and difficult to justify to European citizens.

APRE remains fully available to the co-legislators and to Italian institutions for further
discussion and constructive dialogue. At this pivotal moment for the future of the European
Union, it is essential to keep the conversation open, informed, and transparent among all

stakeholders.
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