
 

 
 

 
ISE 1st reaction to the EC’s proposal on MFF including the Framework 
Programme 10 
Brussels, 18.7.2025 

On Wednesday the 16th of July, the eagerly awaited European Union’s 2028-34 budget proposal 
was presented by President Ursula von der Leyen. As recently promised, there is a significant 
budget increase for the next Horizon Europe Framework Programme to 175,3 billion Euros over 
7 years.   
 
In a first reflection ISE welcomes the new EC proposal. We are very happy that it is confirmed 
that Horizon Europe will remain a self-standing Framework Programme for Research and 
Innovation and that it is not absorbed in the European Competitiveness Fund (ECF). The 
increased budget is definitely a step in the right direction. We are however curious and 
concerned what the tight connection with the ECF will mean. The next Horizon Europe should 
be linked to, but neither determined nor managed, by the ECF.  
 
We welcome the structure, which is not very dissimilar from the current one, with four pillars, i.e. 
1. Scientific excellence, 2. Competitiveness and Society, 3. Innovation, and 4. the European 
Research Area.  
For pillar 1, we emphasise again the independence of the ERC, the non-directionality of MSCA 
and to support excellent bottom-up research.  
Pillar 2 raises more questions and concerns, and here we underline the importance of ensuring 
bottom-up initiatives to be supported in addition to the top-down activities and instruments 
mentioned,  importantly adding collaborative basic research to create an upwards research and 
innovation spiral. The proposed moonshot initiatives, apparently positioned between Horizon 
Europe and the ECF, are still very unclear in terms of envisaged goals and instruments. In addition, 
ISE will have a closer look at the four themes proposed and possibly suggest shifting certain 
subthemes to a full theme addressing important competitiveness and societal issues like e.g. food 
and nutritional security. ISE is concerned about the proposed default use of lump sums which are 
a risk for public entities 
We welcome Pillar 4, and particularly the special attention and budget for widening. 
 
The discussions and negotiations will now start in the Council and in the European Parliament, 
involving the European Commission. ISE strongly recommends to engage both - European 
science associations and European industry associations in this process. To this end,  ISE 
draws attention to the priorities it defined for a new Framework Programme https://initiative-
se.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/25_02_27_ISE_FP10-Main_recommendations.pdf , as well as 
urge you to strengthen our position for a strong ring-fenced R&I budget by signing 
https://lnkd.in/eSgHchPu to maximise impact. 
 
At the time of writing, the exact details of the European Competitiveness Fund and the new Horizon Europe 
Programme, nor the funding distribution across the various components was published. A full statement will 
be published after the summer break (early September), after we have been able to read and assess all 
detailed documents. 
 
Contacts:           
Moniek Tromp– ISE President, moniek.tromp@rug.nl  
Karin Metzlaff – ISE Vice-President & chair WG FP10, Karin.Metzlaff@epsomail.org  
 
About ISE:  The Initiative for Science in Europe (ISE) is an independent platform of European Learned 
Societies and Research Organizations supporting all fields of science at a European level to engage in 
European science strategies and policies. http://initiative-se.eu 
 
Links:    ISE main recommendations towards FP10, 27.2.2025  

ISE Annex on Boost collaborative basic research in HE and FP10_V3, 15.1.2025 

https://initiative-se.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/25_02_27_ISE_FP10-Main_recommendations.pdf
https://initiative-se.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/25_02_27_ISE_FP10-Main_recommendations.pdf
https://lnkd.in/eSgHchPu
mailto:moniek.tromp@rug.nl
mailto:Karin.Metzlaff@epsomail.org
http://initiative-se.eu/
https://initiative-se.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/25_02_27_ISE_FP10-Main_recommendations.pdf
https://initiative-se.eu/2025/02/27/boost-collaborative-basic-research/

	Links:    ISE main recommendations towards FP10, 27.2.2025
	ISE Annex on Boost collaborative basic research in HE and FP10_V3, 15.1.2025

