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Horizon Europe WIDERA — Widening Participation
and Strengthening ERA

HORIZON EUROPE EURATOM
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Work Programme 2026-2027:
Simplification measures

WIDERA Work Programme 2026-2027: https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-

call/2026-2027/wp-11-widening-participation-and-strengthening-the-european-research-area horizon-2026-2027 en.pdf

Simpler, shorter, more strategic:
v' Less prescriptive, providing directionality and openness

v Shorter topic descriptions, fewer topics
v’ Disclose draft work programmes

v’ Strengthen the use of lump sum funding*

* https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/horizon/lump-sum

European
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/programmes/horizon/lump-sum
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2026-2027/wp-11-widening-participation-and-strengthening-the-european-research-area_horizon-2026-2027_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2026-2027/wp-11-widening-participation-and-strengthening-the-european-research-area_horizon-2026-2027_en.pdf

ERA work programme 2026-2027: Support of
ERA Policy Agenda 2025-2027

ERA Structural Policies ERA Actions

1. Enabling open science via sharing and re-use of data, 1. Applying equity in open science;

including through EOSC: 2. Advancing the European Science for Policy ecosystem;
2. Research infrastructures in the ERA,; 3. Alin science in the EU,
3. Strengthening gender equality and inclusiveness in the 4. Enhancing research security;

ERA; 5. Accelerating R&l investments for Europe’s industrial
4. Making research careers more attractive and sustainable, transformation and competitive sustainability;

and support mobility; 6. Accelerating new approach methodologies to advance
5. Reforming research assessment; biomedical research and testing for medicinal products and
6. Upscaling knowledge valorisation capacities and medical devices;

activities; 7. A coordinated framework responding to emerging
7. Implementing the Global Approach to R&l; challenges for ethics and integrity in R&I
8. SET plan as a key component of the ERA; 8. A new era in research management.
9. Improving the articulation between R&Il and higher education

within ERA unleashing the full potential of European R&l
ecosystems;

10. Enhancing trust in science through citizen participation,
engagement and science communication;

11. Improve EU access to excellence.

European
Commission




ERA work programme 2026-2027:
Architecture

- Pillar I: Pillar II:
Institutional changes for ERA Ecosystems for ERA

Type

Focus

Activity
type

Expected
Impact

Policy
areas

CSA

Capacity building and support
to foster adoption of ERA
policies/practices within
institutions

Tools, resources, training,
services, policy advice

Effective and sustainable
structural institutional changes
aligned with ERA priorities

= Equity in open science

= Inclusive gender equality

* Research assessment reform
= Research ethics and integrity
= Open access policies

CSA

Building and reinforcing
networks and partnerships to
foster broad uptake of ERA
policies/practices

Exchange of knowledge and
practice, networking and
cooperative actions

Sustainable ecosystems
established around ERA
priorities

= Research ethics and integrity
= Environmentally sustainable
science

» Knowledge valorisation

= Open science

* Research careers

CSA

Connecting R&I with citizens
and other stakeholders

Implementing and promoting
participatory approaches, such
as citizen engagement and
citizen science

Increased trust in science and
alignment of R&l with society’s
needs

= Trust in science

» Knowledge valorisation
= Citizen and societal
engagement

Pillar 1V:
New knowledge for ERA

RIA

Creating new knowledge that
supports design,
iImplementation, monitoring and
evaluation of policies &
practices

Conducting analyses,
developing and testing new
methods & practices

Strengthened evidence base
for advancing the
implementation of the ERA

= Open science

= Research ethics and integrity
= Inclusive gender equality

» Research careers

= Global cooperation to R&l

European
Commission




ERA work programme 2026-2027:
2 calls and 13 topics

Call opening & closing dates:
2026 call: 10 (12) December 2025 — 12 March 2026
2027 call: 8 December 2026 — 11 March 2027

Pillar I: Pillar II:
Institutional changes for ERA Ecosystems for ERA

Pillar 1V:
New knowledge for ERA

= Accelerating open access = Strengthening ecosystems = Fostering citizen = Advancing knowledge for
and research assessment for open, ethical, and engagement for more ERA
© reforms in ERA sustainable ERA responsible and democratic
8 » Building institutional » Piloting innovative R&l
N capacities for ethical, approaches to support = European Citizens'
equitable, open, and academic startups and Hackathon Championship
inclusive ERA Spinofts = Science comes town 2028
» Facilitating development of = Talent ecosystems for = Science comes to town » Upgrading the EU’s
N~ institutional open access attractive early research 2029 independent knowledge on
8' policies through the careers = Promoting public China's Science,
~ retention gf intellectual engagement in R&I and Technology and Innovation
property rights system

scientific literacy

European
Commission




European Research Area Platform

HOME | About ERA ~ | ERAGovernance w | ERA Policy Agenda « | ERA Monitoring

Resources and tools

the .
s ol[€CS
of good AG 7 w
science — ) fi W
S — o — R « Explainer on links between Horizon Europe and ERA polic
A community platform that promotes research integrity among all those Atraining and capacity-building resource on research integrity and ethics for Guidance on how to conduct Open Science responsibly in everyday research p p p y
invelved in research and fosters understanding, collaboration, sharing of research integrity advisory boards, committees handling allegations or working practice, following established ethical and integrity principles and values. The . a, .
resources, and awareness around Good Science. It hosts a repository of with research integrity policy development, research integrity officers and guidelines primarily apply to research but may also be suitable to processes r I O r I tl e S
materials that help in every-day research practice of Good Science. advisors, research integrity research ethics i and leading to innovation. By Horizon2020 project ROSIE

experts and officers in EU-bodies. By Horizon Europe project iRECS

« Showcase of key resources and tools
~) S— * Videos about funded activities
é" PREPARED » Past/Ongoing projects and new calls

y 18 -
€NDcaDI aut® "
Toolbox for i Global Code of Conduct for Research During Ethics and Integrity Results Pack
Astructured collection of easy-to-use Standard Operating Procedures and Pandemics Highlights EU projects that promole training, education, and capaciy-building E R A p r I O r I t | es
Guidelines that research performing and research funding organisations can Aresource for researchers, research ethics committees, and research integrty in research integrity, and support the ethical analysis of emerging
use to develop their own research integrity promotien plans. By Horizan offices who want to work ethically and Ibly during ics. By i
Europe project SOPs4RI Horizon Europe project PREPARED

Research careers Open science

Listen to stakeholders :
Gender equality Research assessment reform

[..® #EUResearch Area Conference 2024: Inclusiv... i

The EU Gender Equality Champions vée)r s
|_§oF - g

EUROPEAN . ' Furouean Ressnred Universities Research management
EU Award r Equality RES T gl £, ‘é a: Fostering Greater
il DA s P P"R ~N < c;muuti::::::,m . ..
N T-*l 16 and 19 September 2024 Research infrastructures Citizen engagement
; - T‘-'& V‘_d'

Knowledge valorisation Ethics and integrity

Science for Policy Access to excellence

GenderSAFE introductory training:

GenderSAFE introductony training g i is ieati q e sy The GenderSAFE project. -
Effective crisis coj tion management: PLEDGE EQR 5
Gender-based ce in academia Navigating gender-bﬁce in higher education 7 3 o
and the offered Ihders TC a

amework
18 September 2024, 11:00 - 12:30 CET [0 GENDER-BASED e

VIOLENCE European

Commission

30 April, 09.30 - 15.00 CEST
Online

**
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https://european-research-area.ec.europa.eu/era-horizon-europe

Italy has retained so far ca. 52 Mill. € from
the Widening programmes...

H2020 - Widening actions

103 I U Contribution (Mill.€) BN Participations as Coordinator (no.)  seeeseees Share from total budget (%)
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HE - Widening actions (updated with 23 calls)
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* Success rate (%) = ratio between retained and requested EU contributions



The Twinning action Is strategic for Italy

H2020 Net EU Contribution (EUR) Overall Participations Signed grants

Horizon Europe*

Net EU Contribution

Signed grants

as COO (EUR) Participations
Teaming 1,784,109 2 0 Teaming 8,501,788 0
Twinning 12,817,120 73 0 Twinning 17,019,835 0
ERA Chairs 0 0 0 Twinning WB 2,029,316 8 0
ERA Fellowships 0 0 0 ERA-Chairs 186,875 1 0
Totals 14,601,229 75 0 ERA-Fellowships 0 6 0
ERA-Talents 1,996,923 0
. . EEI 2,152,363 0
= |taly has retained so far 32 Mill EH 326,875 0
. . . . R&I policy in WB 474,875 1 0
—= |n Twinning projects Hop On Facility 1,767,018 33 33
D&E 2,053,750 4 0
Synergies 589,675 3 0
. otals 37,099,291 156 33
= This represents +60% of the total h
Widening budget allocated to Italy
= |[n Twinning, Italy is the Top-2 non-Widening country
In retaining EU contribution
:* %

Note: countries with at least one retained proposal are represented. * Updated with 23 calls from Horizon Europe



Most successful ltalian entities in the Widening
programme (Horizon Europe®)

Horizon Europe - EU contributions to Italian entities
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Germany, Greece and Portugal are the main collaborators
of Italy in Widening projects (Horizon Europe?*)

Number of collaborations with ITALY in Widening projects (Horizon Europe)

60

50

40

30

aill

T

, AR R R Y

DE EL PT|ES RS SI CY PL FR NL TR CZ MT RO BE BG HR IE AT LV BA ES ME EE SE SK HU DK FI NO AL MK PT AM LT UA UK TN XK CH FR GE LU
(OR) (OR) (OR)

In terms of EU budget retention, Greece and Portugal are the most successful Widening countries
... and Germany is the most successful non-Widening country

= The number of colfaborations is the sum of all participations from other countries in joint Widening projects
= Only beneficiaries receiving EU contribution are considered in the analysis (i.e. associated partners and third party
entities are excluded)

llﬂlllll\k
o

* Updated with 23 calls from HE

Outermost Regions: ES-OR: Islas Canarias; FR-OR: La Réunion: PT-OR: Acores & Madeira



Widening calls 2026-2027 (1)

*

WA

Teaming Synergies
Budget: 7 m, projects: 1

Twinning
Budget: 223 m, 41, m
projects: 210

J_
v—

Ensuring sustainability of CoE
funded under the Teaming calls
by fostering collaborations and
synergies.

Enhancing networking activities
between the research institutions
and research infrastructures of the
Widening countries and top-class
leading counterparts in the EU
level.
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Widening calls 2026-2027 (lI)

\ X

Excellence Hubs
Budget: 15 +85 m,
Projects 30

Hop-on Facility
Budget 30 m, projects:
60

«Q
1

Teaming up of innovation
ecosystems in Widening countries
and beyond, creating better
linkages between academia,
business, government and society.

Allowing legal entities from
Widening countries to join already
funded actions under HEU Pillar I
and EIC Pathfinder (under certain
conditions).
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Widening calls 2026-2027 (ll1)

A\ O Research Prowd.lng Institutions In Wlde_nlng
4N\ Management v—1 countries, that want to establish or
V J upgrade their research management

Facility | capacities, with targeted support.
Budget: 7 m, Projets: 1

wA == Building on the MSCA Postdoctoral
£¥i ERA v =1 fellowships 2026 action, targeting
Fellowships host |tn_st|tut|ons located in Widening
Budget: 8 + 8 countries.

Projects: 50 + 50
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Widening calls 2026-2027 (1V)

w1

bl

ERA Chairs

Budget 175 m, proje
80

Research

Managers

Budget 65 m,
projects 30

Cle

A

Attracting outstanding scientists and
Innovators to universities, research
organisation or research infrastructures in
Widening countries, fostering brain circulation
and creating pockets of excellence that
enhance institutional culture.

Attracting experienced research managers
to universities, research organisations or
research infrastructures in Widening
countries, establishing or upgrading
Institutional capacities for research
management, fostering brain circulation
creating pockets of excellence that
enhance institutional culture.
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Widening calls 2026-2027 (V)

WA

EIC Pre-
Accelerator

Budget

Budget: 40m, projects
100

A

Increasing the innovation potential
of deep-tech start-ups in the
Widening countries and enabling
them to better attract private
Investments and scale up.

||!!|!|!!\\k
o




More information and inspiration

WIDERA info days:
m ERA 11 Dec 2025

Widening 22 Jan 2026
INNOVATION
Find all calls and topics of

European Commission > ... > European Research Executive Agency > News > Beyond borders: how mobility transformed my research and life 2 O 2 6 2 O 2 7

NEWS ARTICLE | 6 October 2025 | European Research Executive Agency | 5 min read

Beyond borders: how mobility transformed my
research and life

Ask guestions about research
Dive deep into a researcher’s mobility journey to discover how a move to Estonia sparked innovation and an d H O ri Z O n E u ro p e : R es e arC h
prosdened eseare porzons Enquiry Service (europa.eu)

RESEARCH
CAREERS

NCP
WIDERA.NET
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https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/4cGhIlkUaGNnRinOsTVI3j/overview
https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/6dbuTGvrBoVcyOPhJ1SxO0/overview
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/contact-us/research-enquiry-service_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/contact-us/research-enquiry-service_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2026-2027/wp-11-widening-participation-and-strengthening-the-european-research-area_horizon-2026-2027_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2026-2027/wp-11-widening-participation-and-strengthening-the-european-research-area_horizon-2026-2027_en.pdf

Grazie!

(CMOM

© European Union 2025

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of
elements that are not owned by the EU, permission may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders.
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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