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Main Novelties in WP26





▪ STEP Scale-up: €300 million (= 2025)

▪ EIC Advanced Innovation challenges: €6 
million in 2026 (NEW)+ €25 million in 2027

▪ EIC BAS: €21.5 million

▪ EIC Pathfinder : €262 million ( = 2025)

✓ Pathfinder Open : €166 million (+24m)

✓ Pathfinder Challenges : €96 million (-24m)

▪ EIC Transition: €100 million (+2m from 2025)

▪ EIC Accelerator: €634 million (= 2025)

✓ Accelerator open: €414 million (+€30m)

✓ Accelerator challenges: €220 million (-€30m)

WP 2026: Budget overview

Total budget: €1.424 billion (~equal to 2025 budget)



Reform to Accelerator full proposal 
evaluation: 

shorter forms, more frequent deadlines, faster 
time to grant/ investment.

Increased grant size for Pathfinder 
Open:

 from €3 to €4 million to increase impact/ 
journey to innovation.

Advanced Innovation Challenges 
pilot:

Staged funding to test multiple solutions to 
challenge.

Support to Startup and Scaleup 

Strategy:
more support for internationalisation,  

corporate  partnership. 

Gender innovation index.
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Other Improvements

Launch of a Gender & Diversity 
Innovation Index

following recent pilot studies.

Relaunch of the Plug-in scheme 

for expanded set of certified national/ 
regional programmes.

Broader eligibility for EIC Transition: 

follow up funding for results from Horizon 
research infrastructures, in addition to EIC 

Pathfinder, ERC Proof of concept, and 
Horizon pillar 2.

Continuation of STEP call for 
larger investments (€10-30m)

With clarification of rules, e.g. on pre-
committed investor.



€96 million for 3 Pathfinder Challenges

1. Advanced Materials for Miniaturised Energy 

Harvesting Systems

2. Biotechnology for Healthy Ageing

3. DeepRAP: Deep Reasoning, Abstraction & Planning 

towards trustworthy Cognitive AI Systems

EIC Challenges for 2026

€220 million for 5 Accelerator Challenges
1. Advanced Materials for Renewable Energy and Energy 

Storage Systems 

2. Alternative Concepts and Key Enabling Technologies 

for Fusion Power Plants 

3. Biotech for Regenerating Agricultural Soils 

4. Boosting the European Critical Raw Materials value 

chain

5. Deep Tech for Climate Adaptation 

€31 million for 2 Advanced Innovation Challenges

1. Accelerating Physical AI: Embodied Intelligence 

for the Next Frontier of AI-Powered Robotics

2. Translating Disruptive New Approach 

Methodologies (NAMs) into Practice



Breakdown of main calls
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Other Actions

EIC Prizes

The European Prize for Women Innovators  

The European Capital of Innovation Awards 
(iCapital)

Strategic intelligence

EIC BAS 
Coaching
European Corporate Network 

Innovation procurement; internationalisation

EIC Scaling Club 2.0

Support to EIC Board, 

communications (including EIC 

Summit), data & analytics, etc



Forward look to 2026 and 2027 
Work Programmes

• Anticipated amendment to WP2026 

✓ Subject to defence mini-omnibus legislation, amendment to enable EIC Accelerator to support dual-use 

technologies and EIC STEP investment in defence ventures

✓  To support the Scaleup Europe Fund; a multi-billion fund with private investors to fill the gap in larger 

investments (beyond STEP €30 million)

• Preparation of EIC 2027 Work Programme:

✓ Last WP under current Horizon Europe programme

✓ Continuity of main calls (Pathfinder, Transition, Accelerator, STEP)

✓ Stage 2 of Advanced Innovation Challenges

✓ Bridging to the next Horizon Europe programme

• The EIC Board to advise on remaining WPs (2026 amendment and 2027) and prepare for 

implementation of next Horizon Europe programme.



Thank you
https://eic.ec.europa.eu       

@EUeic      

#EUeic
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