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CLUSTER 3 Civil Security for Society - Delegazione Italiana

Aurelia Sole, Ordinaria di Costruzioni Idrauliche, Idrologia e
Costruzioni Marittime, Universita della Basilicata - Delegata

Angelo Masi, Ordinario di Tecnica delle Costruzioni, Universita
della Basilicata - Alternate

Giorgio Giacinto, Ordinario di Sistemi di Elaborazione delle Informazioni,
Universita di Cagliari

Francesco Scialla, Capitano di Vascello, ingegnere, Ministero della Difesa
Roberto Setola, Ordinario di Automatica, Universita Campus Bio-Medico
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CLUSTER 3 Civil Security for Society — HE Strategic Plan, Destinations, Impatti

Il Cluster 3 e articolato in sei "DESTINATIONS"”
Better protect the EU and its citizens against Crime and Terrorism (FCT)
Effective management of EU external borders (BM)
. Resilient infrastructure (INFRA)
. Increased Cybersecurity (CS)
. A Disaster-Resilient Society for Europe (DRS)
. Strengthened Security Research and Innovation (SSRI)

EXPECTED IMPACTS

Crime and terrorism are more effectively tackled, while respecting fundamental
rights

Legitimate passengers and shipments travel more easily into the EU, while illicit
trades, trafficking, piracy, terrorist and other criminal acts are prevented

Resilience and autonomy of physical and digital infrastructures are enhanced
and vital societal functions are ensured

Increased cybersecurity and a more secure online environment are achieved

Losses from natural, accidental and man-made disasters are reduced through
better societal resilience and improved DRM
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CLUSTER 3 Civil Security for Society — Work Programme 2025
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43.5 MEUR 28 MEUR 22 MEUR 41 MEUR 21,5 MEUR 90,55 MEUR
4 TOPICS 3 TOPICS 2 TOPICS 4 TOPICS 6 TOPICS 6 TOPICS

2025 TOTAL BUDGET 156 MEUR

Opening: 12 June 2025 Deadline: 12 Nov. 2025
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2025 Call Evaluation — Timeline of main steps
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2025 Calls — Proposals per Call (manca CS)

Total number of proposals: 600 (433 in 2024)

Number of proposals per area

260
153
20
. i .

Disaster Resilient Societies Fighting Crime and Terrorism Resilient Infrastructures Border Management (BM) Strengthened Security R&l
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2025 Calls — Proposals per Topic (manca CS)

Number of proposals per topic
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BM-01 BM-02 BM-03 DRS-01 DRS-02 DRS-03 DRS-04 FCT-01 FCT-02 FCT-03 FCT-04 INFRA-O1 INFRA-02 SSRI-01 SSRI-02 SSRI-O3 SSRI-04 SSRI-05 SSRI-06

Number of resubmissions: 63 (15 in 2024)
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2025 Calls — Participation of EU MSs (manca CS)

6407 applications by all EU MSs ., 2024 Calls — 4528 applications by all EU MSs
700 677 643 o
528 425 su 3337 nel 2021 (3°, 12.7%)
600
1000 971 11.9% 427 su 3006 nel 2022 (1°, 14.2%)
[ ] o
o o
0 . - 272 su 2977 nel 2023 (3°, 9.1%)
325
800 778 759 300
200 199 195 193 489
700 11.8% e - 153 133 b
100 I %2 78 77 o6 65 62 60 57 45 .
29
- i LIltisiiisacssse:
N ¢ © & I N S T IR S S N C P N &
500 0"’0 %Q ik é“ «:\; i\"’ ot cﬁs %oq'\oqo <<‘\° % v~°"‘ & 94‘060‘9\0“00@&0? c,w"’& (é}o“\}&f ol ‘:v‘°&§e<‘9°&0"‘°&0 \f\‘b&‘& 4
N
_— 387
300 261
215 207
200 i »
100 98 93 83
<00 IIII' 545248454222
é'e -<o 2 o@ o? 6"& ,\\b b & & & ¢§‘° @ *-Sb 2 \,@ 0(4- & é\o 'f\
o° e" Q@ <z~°‘° v‘i‘\é\ & & S ‘<"° o & & & \;\*“f ® o *é“’oo & g it
o




Settimana HE 2026 - Info Day Cluster 3, 15.12.2025 La visione nazionale e la partecipazione italiana nel Cluster 3 - Angelo MASI

HORIZON EUROPE Work Programme for 2026-2027

PRESS RELEASE | Dec 11,2025 | Brussels | 3 min read

Commission invests €14 billion through Horizon
Europe to boost global research and innovation
leadership®
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Today, the European Commission adopted the main Horizon Europe work programme for
Top 2026-2027, a €14 billion investment designed to drive research and innovation (R&l)
across the EU's strategic goals. These goals include achieving_; climate neutrality, boosting_

Quote(s) the use of artificial intelligence (Al) in research and innovation, and ensuring_; resilience in a
Related topics rapidly changing world. A
Contacts for media To achieve this, the programme introduces new cross-disciplinary calls and topics that will EN

boost decarbonisation and the use of Al in research. It also expands the ‘Choose Europe’
initiative to attract global talent and makes applying for Horizon Europe funding and

participation simpler. Horizon Europe

Work Programme 2026-2027

6. Civil Security for Society

(European Commission Decision C(2025) 8493 of 11 December 2025)
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CLUSTER 3 Civil Security for Society — Work Programme 2026-2027

INTRODUCTION

Cluster 3 provides a research and innovation response
to a context of rapidly changing threats and
challenges to internal security, the security of citizens,
critical infrastructure and the security of society as a
whole.

Cluster 3 Work Programmes will support the
implementation of the European Commission political
guidelines 2024-2029 for a ‘Safer and more secure
Europe’, a ‘Preparedness Union’, with ‘Stronger
Common Borders’, protecting democracy and putting
research and innovation at the heart of a resilient
economy.

Overall, research under this Cluster should continue to
focus on preserving and securing citizens’ basic right
to feel safe.

CROSS-CUTTING THEMES

Strengthening resilient societies and democracy
Securing the digital transition

Supporting the green transition in civil security

Ensuring legal and ethical outcomes that are
supported by society

Protecting and empowering disadvantaged
groups or in a vulnerable situation

Improving market uptake of civil security
research solutions

Strengthening European competitiveness
Increased simplification
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CLUSTER 3 Civil Security for Society — Work Programme 2026

Opening: 3 March 2026
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40.67 MEUR
6 TOPICS

21.33 MEUR 22.63 MEUR 32.50 MEUR 13.83 MEUR
3 TOPICS 3 TOPICS 5 TOPICS 3 TOPICS
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2026 TOTAL BUDGET 131 MEUR

]

Opening: 6 May 2026

Deadline: 5 Nov. 2026

56.20 MEUR
3 TOPICS
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CLUSTER 3 Civil Security for Society — Work Programme 2027

Opening: 2 March 2027
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36.83 MEUR
6 TOPICS

30.00 MEUR 19.67 MEUR 30.67 MEUR 12.33 MEUR
3 TOPICS 2 TOPICS 4 TOPICS 3 TOPICS
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2027 TOTAL BUDGET 129.50 MEUR

]

Opening: 5 May 2027

Deadline: 4 Nov. 2027

71.80 MEUR
4 TOPICS
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Cluster 3 - attivita Delegazione italiana per il WP 2026-27

= Definizione dei “Draft orientations towards the WP 2026-2027"

= Partecipazione ai Meeting del Cluster 3 Programme Committee

e 17" Meeting, 19 Nov. 2024
- preliminary possible themes for the six Destinations

o 18t Meeting, 11-12 Feb. 2025
- discussion on a new approach for the WP2026-27 (e.g. simplification), definition of cross-cutting themes, 1° draft

with tentative topics for each Destination

e 19t (18 March 2025), 20th (14 May 2025), 215t (25 June 2025) and 22"9 (18 Sept. 2025) Meetings

- discussion on the progressively updated drafts of WP2026-27 based on MSs proposals and comments,
introduction of simplification rules (lump sum), possible timeline and budget, ...

e 239 Meeting, 18 Nov. 2025
- final discussion on the updated draft of WP2026-27 related to the written procedure to obtain the formal opinion

of the MSs concerning the final draft WP2026-27
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Cluster 3 - Contributi Delegazione italiana per il WP 2026-27

= Comments and proposals on cross-cutting themes and other relevant issues

open vs targeted topics

synergies with other Clusters, missions and partnerships

average grant size (related to the n. of projects expected to be funded)
balance between RIA and IA type of action

eligibility criteria

* Proposal of removing / modifying some topics in each Destination

Some examples for Destination FCT:

- Italy didn’t support the topic “HORIZON-CL3-2027-01-FCT-01: Online harms detection & investigation
tools using a short development cycle model” proposing to leave it for the next FP, while using the
available budget to fund other topics (e.g. “Use and countering of unmanned systems, including
neutralisation of commercial drone attacks”).
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Cluster 3 - Contributi Delegazione italiana per il WP 2026-27

= Proposal of additional topics or other changes in each Destination
 Some examples for Destination DRS:

- With reference to the topic “HORIZON-CL3-2026-01-DRS-02, Multi-hazard approach and
cumulative/cascading impacts”, it was suggested to change the proposed type of action from IA to
RIA, accounting for there is still much research work to be done in multi hazard approaches, among
others on these outcomes:

- development of holistic risk and resilience metrics to support multi-hazard prevention strategies,
encompassing main physical, economic and social effects;

- improvement of analysis models considering evolving vulnerability state, due to cascading and
cumulative effects, through numerical simulations and experimental tests, possibly also supported
by Al applications.
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CLUSTER 3 - Board di Consultazione (BdC, esperti a supporto Deleg. Italiana)

SOGGETTI ISTITUZIONALI (elenco non esaustivo)

Ministero degli Interni, Ministero della Difesa, Arma dei Carabinieri, Guardia di Finanza, Capitaneria di porto, Agenzia per
la Cyber security, Dipartimento dei Vigili del Fuoco, del Soccorso Pubblico e della Difesa Civile, Dipartimento della
Protezione Civile, CRUI, CNR, ENEA, INGV.

Rappresentanti progetti PNRR, Cluster Tecnologici, IR (elenco non esaustivo)

Partenariati: PEO5 RETURN Multi-risk science for resilient communities under a changing climate, PE13 FAIR Future
Artificial Intelligent, PE14 SERICS Security and Rights in the Cyberspace

Ecosistemi: ECSO9 Tech4You
Centri Nazionali: CN13 HPC High Performance Computing
Infrastrutture di Ricerca: IR MEET Monitoring Earth's Evolution and Tectonics

Meeting Delegazione italiana-BdC, 2 luglio 2025

» Finalizzato ad un confronto su possibili temi/contenuti di interesse per il nostro Paese ed accogliere proposte per le Call
del Work Programme 2026-27 (allora in fase di preparazione) con riferimento alle diverse Destinations.

= || WP26-27 (versione disponibile a luglio 2025) e stata illustrata dai componenti del gruppo di esperti delegati dal MUR
(Aurelia Sole, Angelo Masi, Giorgio Giacinto, Francesco Scialla Roberto Setola), con la collaborazione della dott.ssa
Flavia La Colla del consorzio APRE (NCP italiano in Horizon)
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