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Pillar I: Excellent Science
Reinforcing and extending the excellence of the Union's science base

European Research Council

Frontier research by the 
best researchers and their 
teams

Marie Skłodowska
Curie Actions

Equipping researchers with 
new knowledge 
and skills through mobility 
and training 

Research Infrastructures

Integrated and inter-
connected world-class 
research infrastructures 

€16 billion €6.6 billion €2.4 billion

23 Nobel Prize winners either backed by or 
involved in the Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions 

between 2012 and 2024
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Key features

Researchers’ 
training, skills and 

career development 
(all stages of career)

Excellent research in 
all domains (bottom-

up approach)

International, inter-
sectoral (academic/non-

academic) & 
interdisciplinary 

mobility

Attractive working 
and employment 

conditions

Structuring impact 
on organisations

across the EU and 
beyond

Contributing to EU 
competitiveness
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+65,000

Researchers,
including 25,000 
PhD candidates

37%

Researchers 
from outside of 

the EU

6.2 billion €

Under Horizon 
2020

+1,000

Doctoral 
programmes

+4,500

Companies 
supported

42%

Female 
researchers

Horizon 2020: key figures (2014-2020)
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Italy’s Participation in Horizon Europe so far (2021-2024)

• Projects Awarded: 1469 projects (56.3% Postdoctoral Fellowships)

• Participation by Italian organisations: 2520 (by 640 organisations)

• Top fields: Social Sciences, Engineering

• Researchers hosted by IT organisations*: 2014 (top 3 nationalities: IT, ES, 
EL)

• Italian researchers benefiting from MSCA: 2279 (top 3 hosts: IT, ES, FR)

• Funds received: 413.2M

*Participation of IT researchers: recruitments ongoing, too early for real numbers
(esp.2024 calls)
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Doctoral 
Network

- Intl Consortium
- Multiple Researchers 

Recruited

Postdoctoral 
Fellowship

- Single Beneficiary with 
Partners

- Single Researcher

Staff 
Exchange

- Intl Consortium
- Multiple Researchers 

Participate

COFUND

- Single Beneficiary with 
Partners

- Multiple Researchers 
Recruited

Choose 
Europe for 

Science

- Single Beneficiary with 
Partners

- Multiple Researchers 
Recruited

MSCA & 
Citizens

- Single Beneficiary or 
Consortium

- Multiple Researchers 
Participate

MSCA Actions

Researcher applies directly 
to our call with an 
organisation

Researcher applies to 
vacancies in selected projects

Researcher participates in the 
project activities
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MSCA Doctoral Networks

BUDGET
540 researcher/month

DURATION
4 years (5 years 

for Joint 
Doctorates) 

FELLOWSHIP
Between 3 and 36 

months (3-48 months 
for Joint Doctorates)

COMPOSITION
Min 3 organisations in 
3 different EU MS or 
HE AC (at least 1 MS)
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MSCA Doctoral Networks

• Consortium with minimum 3 organisations in 3 different countries

• Associated partners 
Institutions: 

• Researchers without a doctoral degreeTarget: 

• Researcher unit cost (living €4250, mobility €710 and if relevant family allowance €600)

• Institutional unit cost (management €1200, research, training and networking costs 
€1600)

Funding:

• Max 48 months for standard Doctoral Networks and Industrial Doctorates (3yr 
fellowships)

• Max 60 months for Joint Doctorates (4yr fellowships)
Length:
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European Fellowship

For fellows coming to 
EU MS / HE AC 

"incoming"

or 

moving within 
EU MS / HE AC
"intra-European"

12-24 months 

Global Fellowship

For fellows from 
Europe 

going to third 
countries

and then 
returning to 

Europe/HE AC

12-24 months

12 months

+ 6 months
in non-academic 
sector in MS/AC

(optional) 

Post-Doctoral Fellowships
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MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowships

•Single beneficiary

•Associated partners (including a third country host in the case of Global Fellowships)Lead institutions: 

•Researchers with a doctoral degree and up to 8 years of post-PhD research experienceTarget: 

•Researcher unit cost (living €6350, mobility €710 and family allowance €660)

•Institutional unit cost (management €650, research, training and networking costs €1000)Funding:

•Max 24 months for European Fellowships

•Max 36 months for Global Fellowships (incl. a mandatory 12 month return phase)

•Optional additional 6 months for a non-academic placement
Length:
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MSCA Staff Exchanges

BUDGET
Max EUR 1.6 million 
(360 PM per project)

DURATION
4 years 

SECONDMENTS
1-12 months per staff

COMPOSITION
Min 3 organisations in 
3 different countries 
(min. 2 EU MS or HE 

AC)
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MSCA Staff Exchanges

• Consortium with minimum 3 organisations in 3 different countries

• Associated partners
Institutions: 

• Researchers at any career stage linked to the sending organisation as well 
as administrative, managerial, or technical staff supporting the R&I activities under 
the project

Target: 

•A top up allowance (€2870 to cover a researcher’s costs related to the secondment)

•Institutional unit cost (management €1000, research, training and networking costs €1300)Funding:

•Min 1 month exchange per staff member

•Max 12 month exchange per staff member

•Max 48 month project
Length:
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MSCA COFUND

BUDGET
Co-funding

Max EUR 10 million per 

beneficiary per call

DURATION
Max 5 years

FELLOWSHIP
For doctoral and 

postdoctoral researchers for 
minimum 3 months

COMPOSITION
1 beneficiary from EU MS 

or HE AC



[Title]

MSCA COFUND

•Single beneficiary

• Implementing partners

•Associated partners
Institutions: 

•Doctoral programmes: Researchers without a doctoral degree

•Postdoctoral programmes: Researchers with a doctoral degreeTarget: 

•COFUND allowance per person-month (70% living + mobility allowance in DN or PF)

•Living allowances doctorates €3500, postdoc €4980

•Co-funded by beneficiary with salaries set at attractive levels above the minimum remuneration
Funding:

•Minimum 3 month fellowships

•Maximum 60 month project durationLength:
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MSCA Choose Europe for Science 2027 call

BUDGET

EUR 51.25 million

Max EUR 5 million per 

beneficiary per call

Co-funding required

DURATION

2-3 yrs EU-funded 

phase

2 yrs phase fully funded 

by the beneficiary (and 

partners)

RECRUITMENT

For at least 3 

researchers at post-

doctoral level

COMPOSITION

1 beneficiary from 

EU MS or HE AC

+

implementing 

partners



[Title]

MSCA Choose Europe for Science call 2027

• Single beneficiary

• Implementing partners

• Associated partners
Institutions: 

• Eligible researchers with a doctoral degreeTarget: 

• Researcher (€1000) and Institutional Unit Costs (€650) corresponding to full PF unit contributions with CCCs applied to
living allowances in the EU-funded phase (€6350)

• Mobility allowance €710, family allowances € 660

• Co-funded by beneficiary, with salaries set at attractive levels in the non-EU funded phase

Funding:

• 12 months for recruitment

• 24- or 36-month phase with EU funding

• 24-month phase funded entirely by the beneficiary and partners
Length:
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Choose Europe for Science 2027: EU-Funded Phase

EU Contributions for recruited researchers

Per person-month for the EU-funded Phase of the programmes

Researcher Unit Cost

Living allowance*

EUR 6 350

Mobility allowance

EUR 710

Family 
allowance**

EUR 660

Institutional Unit Cost

Research, training 
and networking

EUR 1000

Management and 
indirect costs

EUR 650

* adjusted through the application of a country correction coefficient
**if applicable, as well as long term leave allowance or special needs allowance 
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MSCA and Citizens

• Can be single beneficiary or multi beneficiary

• Any organization able to organize a public event to promote science and research 
(e.g. universities, museums, science outreach organisations)

Institutions: 

• European Researchers’ Night (last Friday of September)

• Researchers at Schools initiative
Task: 

• Max 350 000 EUR

• Revised evaluation procedure to widen geographic coverage (2025 WP)
Funding:

• 2 years (next phase: 2026 & 2027)Length:
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Action/Topic Novelties in 2026/27
DN/PF/SE/COFUND/CEfS Introduce minimum score threshold of 3 on all criteria

DN/PF/COFUND/CEfS Increase max duration of secondments from 1/3 to half of 

fellowship duration (outgoing phase for PF)

DN/PF/SE/COFUND/CEfS Review and increase 2026-2027 living/top-up allowances to 

cope with inflation

DN/PF (+ CEfS) Review 2026-2027 Country Correction Coefficients (CCC) and 

introduce a minimum threshold of 70%
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Action/Topic Novelties
Choose Europe for 

Science

Call 2027 (replaces COFUND PP); Budget 49,27M€; max 5M€ 

per beneficiary; implementing partners; PF contribution model 

for the EU-funded phase (including CCCs); flexibility regarding 

the order of the two phases.
PF Increase PF re-submission to 80% to align with DN

DN Relaxing enrolment rule for beneficiaries from non-associated 

Third Countries

Synergies with RAISE doctoral networks (AI in Science)
DN/PF/SE/COFUND/CEfS Reference to existing eligibility condition on high-risk telecom 

suppliers and new one on restriction regarding certain Chinese 

universities
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Action/Topic Novelties
Staff Exchanges Text of the scope + specific conditions modified as follows:

- International dimension highlighted
- Skills development section made more explicit
The eligibility conditions related to the same sector secondments

including the 1/3 rule on interdisciplinarity have been dropped

+ remove the 1month employment prior to 1st secondment
CITIZENS Highlight the European dimension of the Action 
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RAISE Doctoral Networks (for WP 2026)
Objective Support Doctoral Networks addressing the topic of “AI in Science”

Amount and Source of 

Budget

EUR 30M from Pillar II, Cluster 4 

How does it work? Interested consortia at the proposal stage tick a box to express their 

interest to be considered for RAISE funding should their proposal fail 

to be selected from the reserve list due to insufficient funding

Evaluation Normal evaluation process of MSCA DN proposals. The chosen 

proposals 1) Address the topic of AI in Science (as verified by the 

evaluators), and 2) Are excellent proposals that could not be funded 

due to insufficient budget.
Status of RAISE Fellows RAISE DN fellows would not be MSCA Fellows but all features and 

rights would be identical as in a MSCA DN
In which part of 

WP2026-2027 to find 

RASIE DN?

The MSCA WP2026-2027 provide the reference to the Annex where 

RIASE DN is described: Work Programme Annex 14, Horizontal 

Activities
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Year Action Opening & Budget Deadline

2026

2027

Doctoral Networks
28 May 2026 (M€ 593)

26 May 2027 (M€ 574)

24 November 2026

23 November 2027
Postdoctoral Fellowships 9 April 2026 (M€ 399)

7 April 2027 (M€ 388)

9 September 2026

8 September 2027

Staff Exchanges 

Staff Exchanges

16 December 2025 (M€ 98)

15 December 2026 (M€ 95)

16 April 2026

15 April 2027

COFUND

COFUND

COFUND: Choose Europe

MSCA & Citizens 

16 Dec 2025 (M€105)

8 December 2026 (M€51)

8 December 2026 (M€51)

9 March 2027 (M€16)

8 April 2026

6 April 2027

6 April 2027

8 June 2027
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MSCA Supervision Guidelines

❖The guidelines constitute a set of
recommendations to be adopted on a best-effort
basis by participants in the programme in order
to promote effective and enriching supervision
throughout the duration of MSCA research
projects.

❖The annex to the guidelines contains a collection
of best practices to support individuals and
institutions in implementing the MSCA
Guidelines on Supervision.

❖The MSCA Supervision guidelines were revised in
a collaborative process and launched at the
MCAA 2025 annual conference in Krakow

Link to supervision on the MSCA 
website
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Funding opportunities

• All calls are published on the Funding and Tender Opportunities Portal

• Applications are submitted through the portal:
• Find your call

• Sign in to the portal and register your organisation (get a PIC number)

• Find partners

• Apply

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/
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Looking for a partner? 

Some useful resources and links

• Vacancies under MSCA Doctoral Networks and COFUND programmes are 

published on the Euraxess portal (as well as some offers from host institutions for 

Postdoctoral Fellowships)

• MSCA Matchmaking platform for researchers and organisation to find relevant 

partners and host institutions

• “Partner search” tool on Funding & Tender Opportunities Portal

• Enterprise Europe Networks (for non-academic partners)

• Seal of Excellence schemes for unsuccessful excellent projects in PF or COFUND

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/jobs/hosting/search
https://msca.b2match.io/home
https://msca.b2match.io/home
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/partner-search;searchKeyword=;isOrganisation=true;isPerson=true;topics=HORIZON-MSCA-2022-PF-01-01;programmes=43108390;organisationType=null;type=ORGANISATION,PERSON;country=;city=;professionalProfile=;hasPartnerSearch=;orderBy=;sortQuery=;date=1647267211454
https://een.ec.europa.eu/
https://een.ec.europa.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/seal-excellence/funding-opportunities-under-msca_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/seal-excellence/funding-opportunities-under-msca_en
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Key resources and guidance

• Check all guidance documents available on Funding and Tenders Portal :
• Guide for applicants: overview of rules, financial aspects, etc.

• MSCA Work Programme and annexes

• Proposal templates

• Model Grant Agreements

• Horizon Europe Programme Guide

• Online manual on how to submit an application

• Frequently Asked Questions

• Partner search

• Ask for advice to your MSCA National Contact Point where available

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp
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Thank you!

Nothing in life is to be feared, it is only to be 
understood. Now is the time to understand 

more, so that we may fear less.

Marie Skłodowska-Curie
Website LinkedIn
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