Horizon Europe

Infoday APRE

“Widening Participation and
strengthening the European Research
Area”

Francesca Spigarelli

Spigarelli@unimc.it

Professoressa ordinaria di Economia Applicata
Universita di Macerata

Italian representative, Strategic Program Committee
of the European Commission - sub group Widening
Participation and Strengthening the European
Research Area, Horizon Europe



HE La partecipazione italiana a WIDERA
180 229 115

53,85M

Signed Grants

Gra nun
Kecskem Net EU
2 Contribution
80 enave SLOVENIA Pécs 23 50M
CROATIA O2isk
BOSNIA AND
60 G HERZEGOVINA
r
ice > Mostar
lle
MONTENEGR(
X0 . et
’’’’’ a Shkode
.:‘.'IO Ajaccio
atina ]
2 6 Tattafi i / 829,84k
30 e la Plana Vi
20 1 2 Casti agliari
5 o
- . /
sina
10 .
o nia
0 Annaba &= T cusa

2025 2024 2023 2022

Fonte: Horizon Dashboard — dati aggiornati al 26/11/2025



Il contributo a Widening e ERA

148

Fonte: Horizon Dashboard — dati aggiornati al 26/11/2025



Grant firmati - Widening

Fonte: Horizon Dashboard — dati aggiornati al 26/11/2025



Grant firmati - ERA

Fonte: Horizon Dashboard — dati aggiornati al 26/11/2025



Principali paesi per partecipazione Widera

Unique
Participants

Participation to

Total Cost Coordination role

Participation Net EU Contribution

172

152
99
156
142

88
66
70
85

329

294
288
270
243

183
K
167
128

€ 91.766.105,82

€ 138.635.397,53
€ 161.764.386,53
€ 81.072.978,05
€ 53.090.882,12

€ 321.826.868,67
€96.872.729,38
€ 50.770.445,08
€42.192.624,67

€ 92.139.118,26

€ 139.210.395,63
€ 162.169.258,70
€ 81.448.221,31
€ 53.785.762,99

€ 322.403.021,42
€ 97.081.820,13
€ 52.616.240,08
€ 42.599.321,69
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Fonte: Horizon Dashboard — dati aggiornati al 26/11/2025



Principali paesi per partecipazione Widening

Participation to
Coordination role

€ 157.824.476,85 € 158.217.536,52 113
€ 128.742.378,78 € 129.317.375,88 73

Total Cost

Unique Participants  Participation @ Net EU Contribution

86 251
120 230

Netherlands

113
112
59
74
84
44
62
41

211
178
149
148
145
99
98
95

€ 54.530.529,88
€ 62.821.881,00
€ 93.789.565,13
€ 36.159.315,36
€ 34.260.886,19
€ 55.713.305,53
€ 33.120.592,00
€ 31.352.630,83

€ 54.610.036,57
€ 63.068.747,92
€ 93.998.653,88
€ 36.384.091,86
€ 34.910.889,04
€ 55.713.305,53
€ 33.180.324,14
€ 31.385.024,08

23
31
81
20
25
41
35
16

Fonte: Horizon Dashboard — dati aggiornati al 26/11/2025



Principali paesi per partecipazione ERA

Unique Participants

79
60
71
62

45
46
39
36
23

Participation

118
102
98
92

72
64
57
45
39

Net EU Contribution

€ 37.235.575,94
€ 28.524.605,54
€ 18.829.995,93
€ 18.251.097,05

€ 19.417.814,25
€ 9.893.018,75
€ 3.291.621,87
€ 4.253.994,75
€ 4.337.416,50

Total Cost

€ 37.529.081,69
€ 28.940.333,29
€ 18.874.873,95
€ 18.379.473,39

€ 21.231.216,00
€ 9.893.019,75
€ 3.291.622,12
€ 4.254.030,00
€ 4.337.417,50

Participation to
Coordination role

14
15
12
12

Fonte: Horizon Dashboard — dati aggiornati al 26/11/2025



ERA — WP 2026-27

Strengthening the European Research Area (ERA) by reforming
and enhancing the European research and innovation system.

“is designed to support the implementation of the second
ERA Policy Agenda, which outlines ERA Structural Policies
and ERA Actions for the period 2025-2027.

It aims to build R&I capacity at the level of institutions and
ecosystems to foster the adoption of shared EU values and
principles outlined in the Pact for R&l, such as evidence-
informed policymaking, freedom of scientific research,
societal responsibility, gender equality and inclusiveness”



ERA structural policies ERA actions
‘long-term ERA policies, which are not confined to individual policy ‘which are new and to be completed within the three-year policy
agendas but still have a three-year workplan’ agenda’

1. Enabling open science 1. Equity in open science
2. Research infrastructures 2. Advancing the European science for policy ecosystem
3. Inclusive and intersectional gender equality 3. Alin science in the EU
4. Making research careers more attractive and ustainable 4. Enhancing research security
5. Research assessment 5. Accelerating R&! investments for Europea‘s industrial
6. Upscaling knowledge valorisation capacities transformation and competititve sustainability
7. Global Approach to R&I 6. Accelerating new approach methodologies to advance biomedical
8. SET Plan as a key component of ERA research and testing for medicinal products and medical devices
9. Improving the articulation between R&I and higher education 7. A harmonised and coordinated framework to support integrity and
within ERA unleashing the full potential of European R&l ethics in R&l
ecosystems 8. An new era in research management

10. Enhancing trust in science through citizen participation,
engagement and science communication
11. Improve EU access to excellence

10



ERA

Pillar I: Institutional changes for ERA

Pillar Il: Ecosystems for ERA

Type: coordination and support actions

Focus: capacity building and support to foster
adoption of ERA policies/practices within
institutions.

Activity types: providing tools, resources,

training, services, and policy advice.

Policy areas:

1. Equity in open science

2. Inclusive gender equality

3. Research assessment reform
4. Research ethics and integrity
5. Open access policies

Type: coordination and support actions

Focus: building and reinforcing networks and
partnerships to foster broad uptake of ERA
policies/practices.

Activity types: exchanging knowledge and

practice, networking and cooperative actions.

Policy areas:

1. Research ethics and integrity

2. Environmentally sustainable science
3. Knowledge valorisation

4. Open science practices

5. Research careers




ERA

Pillar 1lI: Citizens and science in ERA Pillar IV: New knowledge for ERA
Type: coordination and support actions Type: research and innovation actions

Focus: connecting R&| with citizens and other Focus: creating new knowledge that supports
stakeholders. design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation

Activity types: implementing and promoting 2if PO NELES EE PrECEss

participatory approaches, such as citizen Activity types: conducting analyses, developing and

engagement and citizen science. testing new methods and practices.

Policy areas: Policy areas:

1. Trustin science Reproducibility in research

2. Knowledge valorisation Research ethics and integrity
3. Citizen and societal engagement Inclusive gender equality

Research careers

L

Global approach to R&l



WIDENING: WP 2026-27

Widening participation and spreading excellence

“aims to tackle the R&I gap to move towards a truly
integrated and cohesive R&I ecosystem in the
European Union, addressing especially the third
priority area of the Pact for R&I. Disparities between
leading and less advanced countries in terms of R&l
performance should be tackled through structural
policy reforms at national and regional level”



WIDENING 1)

Focus: migliorare la capacita di innovazione e sviluppo dell’Europa,
promuovendo il cambiamento strutturale dei Paesi Widening

Cosa: azioni trasformative delle istituzioni universitarie e degli ecosistemi in cui esse
operano

Chi: ricercatori individuali (miglioramento sviluppo carriera), network (miglioramento
dialogo inter/intra ecosistemi), istituzioni (sviluppo istituzionale e miglioramento
capacita di innovazione)

Come: portafoglio di azioni diverse ma complementari, viste in sinergia con altre
misure HE (es Innovation Ecosystem, EIT), altri fondi (es fondi strutturali) e altre
iniziative/policy (S3)



WIDENING? B §

Valorizzare i network e le relazioni esistenti con partner di paesi Widening (es.
EUSAIR, UniAdrion, etc...)

Apprendere dalle buone pratiche (leading institutions) o testare le proprie
buone pratiche

Valorizzare le relazioni con il territorio e la specializzazione intelligente della
propria regione, aprendolo a collaborazioni nuove

Allineare progettazione europea, internazionalizzazione e impegno
sociale/valorizzazione conoscenza (ruolo guida dei research manager di Ateneo)

Generare opportunita per i propri giovani (train talents — brain circulation)

Contribuire a rafforzare lo Spazio Europeo della Ricerca



Teaming
synergies

Twinning

Hop On
Facility

Era
Fellowship

CSA — costituzione di centri di eccellenza in paternariato con almeno 1 leading org.

Il beneficiario IT supporta il coordinatore nella costruzione o realizzazione di centri di
eccellenza (Eu sinergy grant)

CSA — networking per l'eccellenza

Il Partner IT supporta/guida il coordinatore nelle azioni di ricerca (max 30%) e
miglioramento manageriale/istituzionale grazie ad azioni di networking, knowledge
transfer, scambio di buone pratiche (attraverso varie formule di mobilita e training,
incluse summer school, conferenze, workshop)

RIA —inclusione di partner widening in consorzi gia finanziati
Azione di «pull» in per competenze nuove o funzionali al progetto finanziato

Posizione in mobilita presso una host institution (azione coordinata con con MSCA
post doctoral fellowship; fondi addizionali).

Il Parter IT favorire post doc application e figure di research manager (creare
opportunita per i propri giovani stimolandoli a formare gruppi di ricerca e lavorare
«fuori della comfort zone»), coinvolgendo anche attori del proprio ecosistema
(per training e parte della mobilita).

!
l |
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Era Chairs Creazione di gruppi di ricerca di eccellenza, coordinati dal titolare della Chair
Il Parter IT indirizza giovani talenti, in sinergia con la host organization (universita
o centro di ricerca/innovazione), per avviare un centro di eccellenza e costituire
gruppo di ricercatori di eccellenza in un paese widening, corredato anche di
personale amministrativo e tecnico. L'era chair holder e incardinato nella host
institution e puo svolgere attivita di didattica.

Excellence hubs  CSA tra almeno 2 ecosistemi di innovazione widening (quadrupla elica)

Il Parter IT guida il proprio ecosistema dell'innovazione nello sviluppare sinergie con
qguello del coordinatore o dell’area widening individuata, in considerazione delle
proprie specificita o della S3 del proprio territorio
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