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How RIs can support capacity 

building, access and training in 

Widening countries



CERIC is a European Research 

Infrastructure Consortium (ERIC). It involves 8 

Countries in Central and Eastern Europe as Members.

A Member Country contributes to CERIC by making 

available and supporting a high-quality Partner Facility 

(PFs).

Associated Facilities (AFs) join CERIC through 

temporary agreements.



Our goals

• Support excellent research 

through integrated competitive open 
access

• Support knowledge production and transfer 
for innovation;

• Stimulate and support training and mobility of 

researchers, technicians, staff and managers;

• Speed-up the East-West alignment in the 

European Research Area. 

• Apply for funding on cutting-edge topics of 

strategic relevance.



What we do 1/2

• CERIC offers access to multiple

instruments and techniques via a single-

entry point.

• Access is open to researchers worldwide 

and free of charge for non-proprietary 

research. 

• In exchange, users agree to publish the data 

and results



What we do 2/2

Develop joint TT and IP policies; offer coordinated 

access to our facilities for companies

Attracting “clients” to our facilities in Widening 

countries.

Establish Research priorities and develop a strategy 

to address these communities. 

Achieving a critical mass to address challenges 

effectively.

Develop internal projects: Activities co-funded by the 

ERIC that improve the integration between our 

facilities.

Better integration results in an increase in the quality 

of the scientific output, more international 

collaborations and related opportunities.

Apply for funding to develop new tools or procedures, 

train our personnel, increase outreach, etc

Collaborating with the best partners in Europe to 

increase the alignment and quality of services, 

develop joint activities, etc.



MAIN RESULTS

• Circulation of talents: Personnel from U. Malta and Gdansk U. seconded in CERIC (and in 
programme also U. Split), Polish researcher seconded in Romania

• Malta is now considering applying to become a Member Country

Examples



MAIN RESULTS

• Circulation of good practices in pan-EU 
RIs and beyond

• Addressing common challenges as 
mobility of Researchers and Research 
staff, AI, GDPR, EOSC, etc.

Examples

MAIN RESULTS

• Initiated conversations for Ukraine to 
become a CERIC Member

• Increased number of Users from 
Balkans

• Impact assessment



MAIN RESULTS

• Part of the community 
pioneering the future 
of transmission electron 
microscopy, piloting the use of 
correlative approaches

Examples

MAIN RESULTS

• Part of the community bridging 
the gap between materials 
research and Power-to-X (PtX) 
industry using neutron and X-
ray science
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