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Introduction

• To help bringing together the strategic planning and investment
decisions of the MS and the EU, the European Strategy Forum on
Research Infrastructures (ESFRI) was established in 2002.

• In adopting the ESFRI Roadmap, since 2006, MS and AC pay highest
attention to the sustainability aspects of each individual RI and of the
whole pan-European RI Landscape.

• This collective endeavor counts 63 RIs on ESFRI roadmap 2021 and
has mobilized over €24 billion in national and regional investments.



Research Infrastructures funding: a key agenda item

• Competitiveness Council in May 2016 invited the EC to prepare together with ESFRI a targeted
action plan to ensure Long-Term Sustainability of Research Infrastructures.

• ‘Long-Term Sustainability’ ESFRI Scripta, 2017, emphasised the need to establish adequate
framework conditions for effective governance and long-term funding for RIs at every stage in
their lifecycle.

• The ESFRI White Paper, 2020, calls to support initiatives facilitating the combination of national
and European funds and synergies between different European funding for RIs.

• Council Conclusions in December 2022 invited MS and the EC through ESFRI to perform an
analysis of the types of financial support to the European RIs throughout their life-cycle phases,
identify good practices in synergies of various RI funding sources and, on this basis, propose
appropriate RI funding models and corresponding RI funding initiatives.



ESFRI report on Research Infrastructures funding

ESFRI report on RI funding published in January 2025:

➢ Results from a broad consultation of MS, AC and the RIs, conducted in 2023-2024
➢ Identifies funding practices at national and EU levels, including multi-level funding synergies
➢ Identifies bottlenecks: in each country the individual RIs funding system is very complex,

multitude of funding instruments
➢ Provides broad insights in the scientific and funding needs of RIs and identifies the

opportunities for dedicated additional financial support at the European level

https://www.esfri.eu/esfri-report-funding-research-infrastructures



ESFRI report on RIs funding: main recommendationsFor RIs:

• Develop a better understanding and overview of EU and national funding sources, particularly for distributed RIs.

• Establish a clear methodology for calculating RI costs for all stages of the life cycle of the RI, ensuring accurate long-term financial planning.

For Member States:

• Increase coherence of national funding strategies with National RI Roadmaps or equivalent national strategies, enhancing complementarity
between national and European research priorities. Acknowledging that heterogeneity of funding sources retains resilience of funding systems.

• Implement funding monitoring instruments in the frame of an overall RI funding strategy.

For funders at all levels:

• Commit to long-term engagement and planning for the sustainability of European RIs, including established RIs and Landmarks (upgrades).

• Promote synergy among funding sources at regional, national, and EU levels, making different existing EU funding sources more
comprehensive and perceivable, emphasizing the support of national nodes. Integrate funding streams to support the full lifecycle of RIs.

• Foster community development by encouraging funding models that support cooperation between RIs and align with EU missions. This
includes supporting curiosity-driven research and facilitating access to RIs for top researchers across Europe.

• Reinforce the EU financial support to European RIs in connection to the European challenges (green, energy, digital transitions; emergency).
This will contribute to develop common approaches and to extend, upgrade or link the existing RIs, not necessarily to create the new ones.

• Provide EU funding support to public missions and services of European RIs, which go beyond the access provisions to researchers
(mobilizing the funding from different EC DGs, not only RTD).

• Enhance support for human resources by developing targeted funding mechanisms at European and national levels for the recruitment and
training of skilled staff across European RIs.
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