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*Participation in the April 22 event is reserved for the APRE Members’ network

At a crucial stage in defining European priorities for the 2028-2034 programming period, APRE is organising
a two-day event in Brussels aimed at strengthening Italy’s position in the European debate on research,

innovation and competitiveness.

The initiative seeks to foster dialogue between European and national institutions, political representatives
and decision-makers, as well as research and innovation stakeholders, highlighting Italy’s contribution to

shaping the future Horizon Europe and the new Competitiveness Fund.

The event targets a diverse audience including European Union institutions (Commission, Parliament and
Council), representatives of the Italian Government, APRE Members and R&l stakeholders active in Brussels,
with the aim of promoting political and institutional dialogue, supporting greater coherence between the
European and national levels, and accompanying APRE Members in particular in their preparation for the next

programming cycle.

The first day, 21 April, consists of an event at the European Parliament - hosted by MEPs Elena Donazzan and
Giorgio Gori, Vice-Chairs of the ITRE Committee of the European Parliament. The second day, 22 April, will be
reserved exclusively for APRE Members and will include a series of in-depth meetings and discussions with

key institutional representatives.

CONTACTS - Team APRE in Brussels - email: bruxelles@apre.it
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Public event

21 APRIL, 17:00 - 19:00
Brussels, European Parliament, room Spaak 1A002

16.00 PARTICIPANTS’ ACCESS TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

17.00 OPENING

Elena Donazzan, Vice-Chair, ITRE Committee, European Parliament
Giorgio Gori, Vice-Chair, ITRE Committee, European Parliament
Letizia Moratti, Member of the European Parliament

Marco Canaparo, Deputy Permanent Representative of Italy to the EU
Maria Cristina Pedicchio, President, APRE

17:20 KEYNOTE SPEECH
Anna Maria Bernini, Italian Minister of University and Research

17.30 FIVE YEARS OF HORIZON EUROPE: ITALY’S PERFORMANCE
Marco Falzetti, Director, APRE

17:40 LOOKING AHEAD: THE CHALLENGE FOR EUROPEAN COMPETITIVENESS

Maive Rute, Deputy Director-General, DG GROW, European Commission

Andreas Schwarz, Head of Cabinet to the European Commissioner for Startups, Research and Innovation
Moderated by Maria Cristina Pedicchio, President, APRE

18:05 LOOKING AHEAD: ITALY’S PRIORITIES

Lucia Aleotti, Vice-President for the Study Center, Confindustria

Paolo Casalino, Director general for industrial policy, MIMIT

Fabio Fava, Ministry of University and Research

Menico Rizzi, Rector of the University of Eastern Piedmont and CRUI delegate for research
Antonio Zoccoli, President of CoPER and President of INFN

Moderated by Marco Falzetti, Director, APRE

18:50 CONCLUSIONS

Elena Donazzan, Vice-Chair, ITRE Committee, European Parliament
Giorgio Gori, Vice-Chair, ITRE Committee, European Parliament
Letizia Moratti, Member of the European Parliament

Elisabetta Gualmini, Member of the European Parliament
Benedetta Scuderi, Member of the European Parliament

Maria Cristina Pedicchio, President, APRE

19:00 END OF THE EVENT
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