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1. General introduction 

The Agreement for Scientific and Technological Cooperation1 between the European Union 
(EU) and India was renewed by both sides until 2030, and a new Joint EU-India Comprehensive 
Strategic Agenda2 was adopted at the 16th EU-India Summit on the 27th of January 2026. 
Building on the EU Joint Communication on India3 agenda, it outlines the future orientation of 
the partnership in research and innovation (R&I). In this context, the “Team Europe” approach 
focuses on strengthening R&I policy coordination between the EU and India. 

This short report presents key figures on the R&I cooperation of EU Member States with India 
over the past decade, reflecting the most recent trends. The thematic focus of this report is on 
Water, Health, Digital and Energy, key areas of EU-India research and innovation cooperation, 
and the broader priorities of the EU-India Trade and Technology Council (TTC) in digital and 
clean energy technologies. 

This report has been based on four core databases that together provide information on patents, 
research projects, scientific publications and policy documents. Across the report, we have 
taken the timeline of 2015 until now, including 2026 data where available. Because 2026 is still 
ongoing, the data for that year are incomplete and should be interpreted with caution when 
comparing with previous years. 

Table 1: India and EU comparison 

  

 
1https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A22002A0809%2801%29  
2https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_26_224  
3http://eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025/documents/JOIN_2025_50_1_EN_ACT_part1_v9.pdf   

 

India  
 European Union 

1.450 billion inhabitants 
(2024, World Bank)  

450 million inhabitants 
(2025, Eurostat) 

Nominal GDP 3.32 trillion €  
(2024, World Bank)  

Nominal GDP 18.8 trillion €  
(2025, Eurostat) 

0.65% GDP to R&D  
(2022, World Bank)  

2.2% GDP to R&D  
(2024, Eurostat) 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A22002A0809%2801%29
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_26_224
http://eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025/documents/JOIN_2025_50_1_EN_ACT_part1_v9.pdf
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2. India in the Framework Programmes 

India participates as a third country in the Framework Programmes (2015-2026) 4. Indian 
entities have collaborated in 142 projects with a combined budget of around €756 million. In 
these projects Indian entities are covering most of their own participation costs through national 
or internal funding sources, across a broad range of scientific domains with a focus on the 
natural sciences and engineering disciplines.5 

Figure 1: Main scientific fields Figure 2: Number of projects over time 

  

Figure 3: Number and share of projects 
with India 

In Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe 

Figure 4: Participation by 
organisation type 

In Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe  

 

 
 

 
4 2026 is still ongoing, the data for that year are incomplete and should be interpreted with caution and considered 
not representing the entire value for the year 2026 when comparing with previous years 
5 Source: All figures on this page are based on extraction of CORDIS database on 12 February 2026 
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3. India and European academic co-publications 

Co-publications provide an indication of scientific outputs and impact of collaboration between 
the EU and India. The data include all publications co-authored by researchers from both 
regions, regardless of funding source. Between 2015 and 2025, EU and Indian authors co-
authored 140 305 publications, 15 percent of which involved industry collaboration. Health 
was the most common thematic area. With an average field-weighted citation impact of 2.2, 
these publications perform well above the world average.6 

Figure 5: Quantity of output Figure 6: Scientific impact 

  

Table 2: Most active European and Indian organisations 

 
Most active EU organisations 
By number of EU-India co-
publications 

 
Most active Indian organisations 
By number of EU-India co-publications 

1. Centre Nat. de la Rech. Sci. (FR) 23 681 1. Indian Inst of Science Bangalore 7 201 

2. Inserm (FR) 6 742 2. Indian Inst of Technology Madras 6 001 

3.Sorbonne Université (FR) 5 135 3. Indian Inst of Technology Bombay 5 671 

4. Université Paris Cité (FR) 4 954 4. Banaras Hindu University 5 201 

5. Heidelberg University (DE) 4 460 5. Tata Inst of Fundamental Research 5 105 

6. Université Paris-Saclay (FR) 4 323 6. Indian Inst of Technology Delhi 5 007 

7. Uppsala University (SE) 3 934 7. All India Inst of Medical Sciences 4 779 

8. KU Leuven (BE) 3 797 8. Indian Inst of Technology Kharagpur 4 689 

9. Karolinska Institutet (SE) 3 796 9. Manipal Academy of HE 4 466 

10. CEA (FR) 3 765 10. Homi Bhabha National Institute 4 465 

  

 
6 Source: All figures on this page are based on publication extracted from OpenAlex on 23 February 2026 



 

6 

4. India and European co-patents 

Co-patents are commonly used as an indicator of international innovation collaboration. They 
reflect the joint development of patented technologies by inventors from different countries. 
Across EU Member States, Germany emerge as the most prominent co-patenting partners with 
India. By contrast, Central and Eastern European as well as Southern European countries are 
less frequently involved in co-patenting activities with India. Among the technological domains 
of these collaborations, digital technologies feature most prominently within the leading fields of 
EU–India co-patenting.7 

Figure 7: Co-patenting EU with India 
Number of co-patents based on co-inventors (2015 – 2026) 

 

  

 
31 960  
Indian-only patents8 

+ 16% growth 2022-
2023 

 

 

11 455 
EU-India co-
patentsError! Bookmark 

not defined. 

- 4% growth 2022-
2023 

 
982 478 
EU MS-only 
patentsError! Bookmark 

not defined. 

+ 10% growth 2022-
2023 

Figure 8: Top 10 technology fields 
in EU-Indian co-patents (2015-2025) 

 
 

7 Source: All figures on this page are based on publication extracted from OpenAlex on 23 February 2026 
8 Figures refer to individual patent families filed between 2015 and 2025, counted by country of inventor(s). ‘Indian-
only’ and ‘EU MS-only’ refer to patent families with inventors from only India or only EU Member States, 
respectively. Co-patents refer to patent family applications with at least one Indian and one EU inventor. 
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5. India and European policy influence 

The extent to which policy documents are cited between India and EU provides an indication of 
policy interaction and potential influence between the two policy systems. Over the past 10 
years, 198 EU policy documents have cited Indian policy documents. Citations in the opposite 
direction are less frequent; however, the Indian policy documents that do cite EU policy 
documents tend to receive a high number of subsequent policy citations, 71.65 on average, 
suggesting these have a prominent position and influence in the broader policy landscape.9 

Table 3: Policy influence 
From India to EU From EU to India 

198 EU policy documents cite Indian policy 
documents 

62 Indian policy documents cite EU policy 
documents 

On average, these documents have 1.70 
policy citations 

On average, these documents have 71.65 
policy citations 

Main sources from EU that cite Indian 
policy documents: 
Government of Spain, Umwelt Bundesamt 
and Parlamento Italiano 

Main sources from India that cite EU 
policy documents: 
Government of India, Delhi Policy Group and 
Indian Council for Research on International 
Economic Relations 

EU-Indian co-publications receive 40 691 citations from policy documents averaging to 0.29 
policy citations per document. The main thematic areas of these citing policy documents are 
science and technology followed by health and economics. The USA and UK are the countries 
citing the EU-India co-publications the most, followed by EU institutions and EU Member States 
and India itself.  

Figure 9: Research for policy 
Citations of EU-India scientific co-publications in policy documents 

 

 
9 Source: All figures on this page are based on Overton data extracted on 12 February 2026 
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6. Comparison of Indian co-patenting and co-
publication output 

Below figures show the international co-patenting behaviour of the BRICS countries in 
comparison to the EU. The left figure shows the overall international co-patenting output. It 
shows the co-patenting output of India is the highest compared to other BRICS-countries, but 
still very low compared to EU and US international co-patenting output. The right figure shows 
the share of co-patents with India, in relation to the total co-patenting output of that country. It 
indicates how important India is as a co-patenting partner.10 

Figure 10: Number of international co-
patents 

 

Figure 11: Share of co-patents with India 

 

Authors from the EU collectively rank among the most frequent co-publication partners in Indian 
scientific output. As shown in the figure to the right, the EU aggregate closely follows the United 
States, which remains India’s leading partner, and stands well ahead of the other BRICS 
countries. This underlines the scale and consistency of EU-India research collaboration and 
positions the EU as a key strategic counterpart in India’s international scientific engagement 

Figure 12: International co-publications with India 
over the period 2015-2026 

 

 
10 Source: Figures on this page are based on Patstat data extracted on 12 February 2026 and publication extracted 
from OpenAlex on 23 February 2026  
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7. Methodological Annex 

The main data sources are presented in the table below. To map the publication data to the 
correct thematic focus areas (health, digital, water and energy), a classification of OpenAlex 
topics using a zero-shot classification was done. Additionally, OpenAlex citation indicators were 
cleaned and updated.   

Table 4: Main data sources and description 

 

Data source Description 

EPO PATSTAT Patent data were obtained from the EPO Patstat database contains 
bibliographical and legal patent data from the world. For the analysis in 
this short report, patent families were used as the unit of analysis. Patent 
families group together multiple patent applications that protect the same 
invention across different Intellectual Property jurisdiction. Using patent 
families helps avoid double counting of the same invention and provides a 
more accurate representation of innovative output. 

Cordis Data on European research and innovation projects were retrieved from 
CORDIS, the official EU database on research and development projects, 
focusing on Horizon Europe and Horizon2020 projects. CORDIS provides 
information on project participants, funding amounts, project timelines, 
and thematic areas. These data were used to identify relevant collaborative 
research activities and participation patterns. 

OpenAlex Scientific publication data were sourced from OpenAlex, an open database 
of scholarly works, authors, institutions, and research topics. OpenAlex 
aggregates bibliographic metadata from multiple sources and enables 
large-scale analysis of research outputs. Publication data were used to 
assess scientific production and collaboration patterns relevant to the 
topics covered in the short report. 

Overton Policy document data were obtained from Overton, a database used for 
policy citations of policy documents and scientific literature.  



 

 

GETTING IN TOUCH WITH THE EU 
In person 
All over the European Union there are hundreds of Europe Direct centres. You can find the address of the centre nearest you 
online (european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us_en). 
 
On the phone or in writing 
Europe Direct is a service that answers your questions about the European Union. 
You can contact this service: 
- by freephone: 00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11 (certain operators may charge for these calls), 
- at the following standard number: +32 22999696,  
- via the following form: european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/write-us_en. 

 
FINDING INFORMATION ABOUT THE EU 
Online 
Information about the European Union in all the official languages of the EU is available on the Europa website (european-
union.europa.eu). 
 
EU publications 
You can view or order EU publications at op.europa.eu/en/publications. Multiple copies of free publications can be 
obtained by contacting Europe Direct or your local documentation centre (european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-
us_en). 
 
EU law and related documents 
For access to legal information from the EU, including all EU law since 1951 in all the official language versions, go to EUR-Lex 
(eur-lex.europa.eu). 
 
EU open data 
The portal data.europa.eu provides access to open datasets from the EU institutions, bodies and agencies. These can be 
downloaded and reused for free, for both commercial and non-commercial purposes. The portal also provides access to a wealth 
of datasets from European countries. 

https://european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us_en
https://european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/write-us_en
https://european-union.europa.eu/index_en
https://european-union.europa.eu/index_en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publications
https://european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us_en
https://european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/
https://data.europa.eu/en


 

 

This short report examines research and innovation (R&I) 
cooperation between EU Member States and India over the past 
decade. It presents key figures and trends for the period 2015 to 
2026, covering Framework Programme participation, co-
publications, co-patents and policy influence. 

India participated as a third country in 142 projects under the 
European Framework Programmes, with involvement concentrated 
mainly in the natural sciences and engineering. Academic co-
publications point to strong collaboration between EU and Indian 
researchers, particularly in health, with an overall normalised 
citation impact above the world average. EU–India co-patenting 
shows a clear emphasis on digital technologies, with Germany as 
the Member State recording the highest number of co-patents with 
India. Policy citation data further highlight the two-way policy 
influence between the EU and India. Comparative analysis with 
other BRICS countries indicates that India is more internationally 
collaborative in patenting. In both patents and publications, the EU 
is India’s second most important partner after the United States. 
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