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EU-Funded research and innovation projects:
Business and Biodiversity

Biodiversity sustains Earth’s life-support systems, underpinning all economic activity. Yet it is
declining at an unprecedented rate, creating escalating risks for businesses, financial systems,
and society as a whole. More than half of global GDP depends moderately or highly on
biodiversity and the ecosystem services that depend on it' (e.g. crop pollination, air and water
purification, carbon sequestration for climate regulation, disaster prevention and mitigation).
Biodiversity is a strategic and integral component of competitiveness and a key driver of
economic resilience. While all businesses depend on biodiversity, their activities are also a
primary driver of its loss. This dual relationship positions the private sector as both a driver of
impact and a critical actor in the transition toward a nature-positive economy.

The Business and Biodiversity Assessment by the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform
on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services? (IPBES, 2026) highlights that biodiversity loss now a
systemic economic risk affecting resilience, supply chains, and long-term value creation.
Despite this, biodiversity remains a significant gap in corporate strategy, with limited
measurement, disclosure, and integration into decision-making. Persistent barriers, including
fragmented data, weak incentives, and misaligned financial flows, continue to hinder effective
business engagement. At the same time, the assessment underscores that viable solutions
already exist, enabling businesses, financial institutions, and policymakers to better understand,
measure, and transform their impacts and dependencies on nature. This requires urgent,
system-wide, transformative change across value chains and sectors to align economic activity
with biodiversity outcomes.

Within the European Union, a comprehensive and evolving policy framework is helping to create
an enabling environment for this transformation. Initiatives such as the European Green Deal,
the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030, and the Nature Restoration Regulation set ambitious
goals for protecting and restoring ecosystems, while the EU Sustainable Finance Framework
and corporate sustainability requirements are reshaping how businesses assess risks, impacts,
and responsibilities. Complementing these efforts, the EU Competitiveness Compass highlights
the need to strengthen Europe’s long-term competitiveness through innovation,
decarbonisation, and economic resilience, while reducing strategic dependencies. It
underscores that the green transition must go hand in hand with industrial transformation,
investment, and productivity, reinforcing the integration of sustainability considerations into
business strategies and value chains. Together, these policies aim to strengthen incentives,
improve transparency, and align financial and economic systems with biodiversity objectives,
helping businesses integrate biodiversity into decision-making and operations.

The European Commission recognises the crucial role of businesses in achieving biodiversity
goals and has funded numerous research and innovation projects to help integrate biodiversity
into core business operations. However, a gap remains in how businesses engage with and
understand their potential contribution to biodiversity enhancement.

This brochure demonstrates how EU-funded projects address some of the knowledge gaps
identified by the recent IPBES Assessments®. through concrete examples of EU-supported
research and innovation, it aims to inspire businesses, policymakers, and researchers in
translating scientific insight into practical action, accelerating the transition toward resilient,
nature-positive economies in line with global biodiversity goals.

' World Economic Forum (2020); https://www.weforum.org/publications/nature-risk-rising-why-the-crisis-
engulfing-nature-matters-for-business-and-the-economy/

2 IPBES (2026); https://www.ipbes.net/business-impact

3 Including the IPBES ‘Global’ (2019), ‘Values’ (2022), ‘Transformative Change’ (2024), and ‘Nexus’
(2024), and ‘Business and Biodiversity’ (2026) Assessments



https://www.weforum.org/publications/nature-risk-rising-why-the-crisis-engulfing-nature-matters-for-business-and-the-economy/
https://www.weforum.org/publications/nature-risk-rising-why-the-crisis-engulfing-nature-matters-for-business-and-the-economy/
https://www.ipbes.net/business-impact
https://ict.ipbes.net/ipbes-ict-guide/data-and-knowledge-management/citations-of-ipbes-assessments/global-assessment
https://ict.ipbes.net/ipbes-ict-guide/data-and-knowledge-management/citations-of-ipbes-assessments/values-assessment
https://ict.ipbes.net/ipbes-ict-guide/data-and-knowledge-management/citations-of-ipbes-assessments/transformative-change-assessment
https://ict.ipbes.net/ipbes-ict-guide/data-and-knowledge-management/citations-of-ipbes-assessments/nexus-assessment
https://ict.ipbes.net/ipbes-ict-guide/data-and-knowledge-management/citations-of-ipbes-assessments/business-and-biodiversity-assessment

Nature Valuation, Impacts, Dependencies and Risks

ATLANTIS

applies a holistic approach to quantify the impacts of a large number of human pressures on
marine environments. The project develops models for quantifying impacts on species diversity
and ecosystem service losses within the life cycle assessment (LCA) framework, a tool used to
support environmental decision-making. Once finalised, the model could support policymakers
and businesses to evaluate whether a planned marine activity, process or product is
sustainable, and what their impact is on oceans and seas.

Project Timeline: 2020-2026
ERC grantee: Francesca Verones, Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU),
Norway

A-TRACK

aims to accelerate the integration of biodiversity and natural capital into business, finance and
government decision-making. It develops and scales tools, data pathways and accounting
methods to address key knowledge and data gaps, strengthen biodiversity footprinting, and
support nature-positive business models and finance. By improving access to reliable
information, it helps operationalise biodiversity knowledge and drive systemic change aligned
with the European Green Deal.

Project Timeline: 2023-2027
Project Coordinator: Flemish Institute for Technological Research (VITO)., Belgium

BAMBOO

develops a set of freely available models to quantify biodiversity impacts of non-food biomass
trade. Using four indicators: species richness, mean species abundance, functional diversity
and ecosystem services, it links land and sea trade flows to biodiversity outcomes. Tailored to
policymakers, retailers and other stakeholders, the project provides practical tools to assess
impacts and support more informed, nature-positive decision-making.

Project Timeline: 2022-2026
Project Coordinator: Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU), Norway

CircHive

develops and pilots standardised biodiversity footprinting and natural capital accounting
methods to integrate the value of nature into public and business decision-making. It bridges
life cycle assessment and accounting approaches through a “BEEHive” network of sectoral hubs
(industry, cities, investors and retailers), improving data, harmonisation and uptake. By testing
real-world applications, it supports mainstreaming biodiversity in disclosure, risk management
and investment decisions for a circular bioeconomy.

Project Timeline: 2022-2027
Project Coordinator: Natural Resources Institute (LUKE), Finland

CLEVER

quantifies biodiversity and other environmental impacts of trade in major raw and processed
non-food biomass value chains. Using a holistic approach, it assesses impacts at both system
and value chain levels, accounting for leakage effects across global trade. By engaging


https://atlantis-erc.eu/
https://a-track.info/
https://bamboo-horizon.eu/index.html
https://circhive.eu/
https://clever-project.eu/

stakeholders, it identifies key leverage points to drive transformative change in corporate
practices and institutional policies towards more sustainable, nature-positive outcomes.

Project Timeline: 2022-2025
Project Coordinator: University of Bonn, Germany

SELINA

develops robust methodologies, models and guidance to integrate biodiversity and ecosystem
services into decision-making. By combining ecosystem data, accounting approaches and real-
world case studies, it supports policymakers, businesses and other stakeholders in assessing
impacts and trade-offs. Through a holistic, system-level approach and stakeholder engagement,
it enables evidence-based decisions that protect, restore and sustainably use ecosystems while
addressing key knowledge gaps.

Project Timeline: 2022-2027
Project Coordinator: Leibniz University Hannover, Germany

SUSTAIN

strengthens business understanding and strategies to assess and integrate nature into decision-
making. Bringing together a multi-stakeholder and multi-disciplinary team, it advances
knowledge on how economic activities depend on and impact biodiversity. The project develops
and validates data on business dependencies and impacts, alongside methods and a practical
toolbox to help organisations assess risks and support more nature-positive outcomes.

Project Timeline: 2022-2026
Project Coordinator: Capitals Coalition, Netherlands

Biodiversity and Finance

BIO-CAPITAL

aims to mobilise private investment for biodiversity protection and restoration by developing
innovative sustainable finance solutions. Combining advanced geospatial analytics with
biodiversity data, it strengthens investor confidence and supports decision-making. Through an
interdisciplinary, multi-stakeholder approach, it develops and demonstrates financing
mechanisms and tools to increase financial flows towards conservation, restoration and the
sustainable use of ecosystems.

Project Timeline: 2024-2027
Project Coordinator: Czech University of Life Sciences Prague (CZU), Czechia

BiodivCrEW (LIFE)

tests methodologies, monitoring protocols and governance arrangements for generating
biodiversity credits in European wetlands. The project brings together land managers, NGOs,
scientists and market actors to demonstrate how restoration and conservation actions can be
translated into credible, additional and verifiable biodiversity outcomes, laying the technical and
institutional foundations for a high-integrity EU wetland biodiversity credit market aligned with
the emerging EU nature credit framework.

Project Timeline: 2025-2027
Coordinating Beneficiary: The Nature and Biodiversity Conservation Union (NABU), Germany


https://project-selina.eu/
https://capitalscoalition.org/project/sustain-project/
https://bio-capital.eu/
https://www.eurosite.org/life-biodiv-crew/

BIOFIN-EU

develops a comprehensive framework and data-driven tools to unlock finance for biodiversity
protection and restoration. It integrates biodiversity and ecosystem services data into an
advanced analytics dashboard, supporting investment decisions and reducing barriers to nature
finance. By testing new business models, financial instruments and governance approaches, it
helps redirect financial flows towards nature-positive activities and strengthens evidence-based
policy and practice.

Project Timeline: 2024-2026
Project Coordinator: University Of Limerick, Ireland

INTERCEDE

designs and evaluates market-based policy instruments to better align the supply and demand
of forest ecosystem services across Europe. It develops evidence-based scenarios, assesses
Payments for Ecosystem Services and EU rural development investments, and maps existing
incentive mechanisms for forest owners. The project integrates economic valuation, governance
analysis, and multi-actor collaboration to design scalable financial incentives that improve forest
incomes while enhancing biodiversity, climate mitigation, and other ecosystem benefits.

Project Timeline: 2024-2028
Project Coordinator: University of Copenhagen, Denmark

Invest4Nature

advances knowledge on the economic and financial performance of nature-based solutions,
including their role in climate mitigation and risk reduction. By co-developing evaluation
methods, decision-support tools and financing approaches in ‘Living Labs’, it supports
stakeholders in building robust business cases. The project aims to scale up investment,
accelerate market uptake and contribute to the development of a structured, functioning market
for nature-based solutions.

Project Timeline: 2022-2026
Project Coordinator: Joanneum Research, Austria

MERLIN

demonstrates how large-scale freshwater ecosystem restoration can deliver biodiversity,
climate, and economic benefits. By scaling nature-based solutions across sectors such as
agriculture, water, and insurance, the project develops business opportunities, investment
models, and restoration marketplaces. Through flagship projects and stakeholder collaboration,
MERLIN creates replicable pathways that link ecosystem services to economic value, enabling
private investment and mainstreaming biodiversity restoration as a driver of sustainable growth
and resilience.

Project Timeline: 2021-2026
Project Coordinator: University of Duisburg-Essen, Germany

Naturance

assesses the technical, financial and operational performance of nature-based solutions
combined with disaster risk financing and insurance mechanisms. It develops models, metrics
and scenarios to evaluate risk-reduction benefits and broader socio-economic impacts. Through
innovation finance and policy labs and a “network of existing networks”, it supports scalable
nature-based insurance and investment solutions aligned with the EU sustainable finance
framework.


https://biofin-project.eu/
https://intercede-project.eu/
https://invest4nature.eu/
https://project-merlin.eu/
https://www.naturanceproject.eu/

Project Timeline: 2022-2026
Project Coordinator: Euro-Mediterranean Center on Climate Change (CMCC Foundation), Italy

Nature-3B

develops advanced analytical frameworks and financial instruments to integrate biodiversity into
macro-financial decision-making. It combines geospatial nature-economy modelling, scenario
analysis and asset-level risk databases to quantify dependencies, impacts and systemic risks.
The project delivers nature-protecting benchmarks, bond frameworks and stress-testing tools,
alongside Al-enabled analytics, to support central banks, regulators and investors in aligning
portfolios with biodiversity objectives.

Project Timeline: 2025-2027
Project Coordinator: University College Dublin, Ireland

REST-COAST

demonstrates how large-scale coastal ecosystem restoration can deliver biodiversity gains while
generating economic value. By combining nature-based solutions with risk reduction, the project
links ecosystem services such as flood protection, fisheries, and tourism to investment cases.
It develops innovative financing models, co-funding mechanisms, and bankable restoration
pathways, helping businesses and policymakers scale restoration as a cost-effective strategy
for climate adaptation, resilience, and sustainable coastal development.

Project Timeline: 2021-2026
Project Coordinator: Polytechnic University of Catalonia, Spain

RISE-IN

aims to make nature-based and climate-resilient solutions more investable by improving how
their benefits are measured, monetised, and financed. It develops “bankability-by-design”
approaches that combine nature-based, technological, and engineering solutions to reduce risk
and attract investment. Through pilot cases and stakeholder co-creation, the project
demonstrates how to unlock funding and scale resilient, nature-positive infrastructure for climate
adaptation, particularly in flood risk management.

Project Timeline: 2025-2030
Project Coordinator: Polytechnic University of Milan, Italy

WaterLANDS

develops scalable approaches to wetland restoration that integrate biodiversity, climate, and
economic value. By combining ecological science with governance innovation and blended
finance, the project identifies business models, incentives, and funding mechanisms to support
large-scale restoration. Through demonstration sites and stakeholder co-creation, it shows how
nature-based solutions can deliver carbon storage, risk reduction, and new livelihood
opportunities, making biodiversity restoration economically viable and investable across
Europe.

Project Timeline: 2021-2026
Project Coordinator: University College Dublin, Ireland


https://nature-3b.eu/
https://rest-coast.eu/
https://www.rise-in.eu/
https://waterlands.eu/

Business Models, Value Chains, and Sectoral Transformation

BioValue

advanced evidence on transformative change in spatial planning to help reverse biodiversity
loss from land use and land cover change. It explored the transformative potential of integrating
biodiversity into decision-making through the mitigation hierarchy (avoid, minimise,
restore/offset) and multi-level governance. The project adopted three complementary
instruments: spatial planning and management, environmental assessment, and economic and
financing which were tested through case studies to support practical implementation.

Project Timeline: 2022-2025
Project Coordinator: University of Lisbon, Instituto Superior Técnico, Portugal

BIORGEST (LIFE)

worked towards improving biodiversity in Mediterranean forests by integrating specific
measures and innovative practices into forest planning and management instruments, and
through new financing and compensation mechanisms, making biodiversity enhancement
compatible with the economic sustainability of forest management. The project developed a
Potential Biodiversity Index, nature-based forest management models, and innovative
financing tools to compensate forest owners for implementing biodiversity-friendly practices.

Project Timeline: 2018-2023
Coordinating Beneficiary: The Forestry Consortium of Catalonia, Spain

Flora

aims to provide essential evidence to identify and implement the necessary shifts in practices
and behaviours to transform global agri-food production, trade and consumption towards
sustainable and healthy food systems. It applies innovative measures of sustainability to
diagnose the integrated health and environmental effects of food systems globally from the
production and consumption perspectives. The project studies key threats and opportunities
within food system dynamics, and targets tailored solutions by integrating trade-offs and
synergies into an interdisciplinary modelling framework.

Project Timeline: 2022-2027
ERC grantee: Carole Dalin, French National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS), France

FORESTPOLICY

examines the supply-chain policies of companies selling products associated with
deforestation, such as soybeans, cattle, palm-oil and cocoa, and whether they can drive native
forest ecosystems conservation. The project defined and tested the criteria for effective zero-
deforestation commitments by companies, including those based on certifications that verify
zero-deforestation and/or reforestation on properties (e.g. Rainforest Alliance certification).
The project website summarises their findings and proposes a step-by-step guide for effective
and equitable zero-deforestation supply chain policies.

Project Timeline: 2021-2027
ERC grantee: Rachael Garrett, The University of Cambridge, United Kingdom


https://biovalue-horizon.eu/project/
https://lifebiorgest.eu/en/
https://food2030.eu/projects/flora/
https://www.zerodeforestationimpacts.com/insights-from-our-work/

GONATUREPOSITIVE!

aims to clarify and advance the concept of a nature-positive economy by developing a
framework, roadmap and practical pilots that integrate nature-based solutions and enterprises
across sectors such as agri-food, forestry and the blue economy. Through multi-stakeholder
collaboration, it demonstrates how business models and policy pathways can generate
environmental and economic benefits while scaling nature-positive practices. The project
focuses on systemic economic transformation towards nature-positive outcomes at scale.

Project Timeline: 2024-2027
Project Coordinator: Trinity College Dublin, Ireland

Olivares Vivos + (LIFE)

scales up a proven model for biodiversity-friendly olive growing across the Mediterranean,
replicating it in Spain, Portugal, Greece and Italy. The project develops new measures for
enhancing biodiversity, innovative financing mechanisms and land stewardship tools to
remunerate farmers, chain-of-custody certification, and marketing strategies to make
biodiversity enhancement economically viable. It also seeks integration of the Olivares Vivos
agro-scheme into CAP eco-schemes and other EU sectoral policies

Project Timeline: 2021-2026
Coordinating Beneficiary: Spanish Society of Omitology (SEO), Spain

Rainforest

contributes to enabling, upscaling and accelerating transformative change to reduce biodiversity
impact of food and biomass value chains. The project will use a combination of integrated
assessment modelling, input-output modelling and life cycle assessment, based on case studies
addressing the nexus of agricultural production, processing and transport, retail, as well as
consumer preferences and diets. The aim is to reduce biodiversity impacts of major food and
biomass value chains by developing just, viable transformative interventions.

Project Timeline: 2022-2026
Project Coordinator: Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU), Norway

Reforest

focuses on encouraging wider adoption of agroforestry systems in Europe by supporting farmers
through knowledge exchange, co-creation of tools, and policy and business model innovation.
The project develops approaches that integrate trees into agricultural landscapes to enhance
food production, carbon sequestration, and ecosystem services, while addressing barriers such
as knowledge gaps, farm business impacts, and policy constraints, with the aim of making
agroforestry more viable and scalable across Europe.

Project Timeline: 2022-2026
Project Coordinator: Czech University of Life Sciences Prague (CZU), Czechia

SCENSUS

aims to introduce a new interdisciplinary theory of the dynamics of local community enterprises
(CEs) within the wider political economy. CEs possess the potential to enhance societal
sustainability by promoting collective action, including addressing challenges like climate


https://www.gonaturepositive.eu/
https://www.olivaresvivos.com/en/life-olivares-vivos-plus-en/
https://rainforest-horizon.eu/
https://agroreforest.eu/
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101077489
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101077489

change. However, there remains uncertainty regarding how these enterprises can expand their
influence and drive societal transformation beyond the confines of markets and states. By
concentrating on collective action, the research aims to challenge conventional thinking about
the exclusive responsibility of markets and states in constructing institutions and organisations.

Project Timeline: 2023-2028
ERC grantee: Thomas Bauwens, Erasmus University Rotterdam, Netherlands

TRANSPATH

explores how transformative change in production, consumption, trade, and governance can
support biodiversity and climate goals simultaneously. The project identifies leverage points,
policy interventions, and innovation pathways that enable businesses, governments, and
communities to transition toward sustainable and just economic systems. Through stakeholder
engagement across Europe, Africa, and Latin America, TRANSPATH develops practical toolkits
and governance approaches to support biodiversity-positive value chains, resilient economies,
and long-term systemic transformation.

Project Timeline: 2022-2026
Project Coordinator: Wageningen University, Netherlands

Metrics, Data, and Decision-Support Systems

BIOTraCes

develops knowledge, tools and approaches to support transformative change towards a nature-
positive society by improving understanding of biodiversity loss, including the role of indirect
drivers and structural lock-ins. It analyses how plural values, behaviours, and governance shape
outcomes across agriculture, forestry, water and urban systems, using European case studies.
Through co-produced interventions and stakeholder engagement, the project identifies leverage
points and pathways to scale biodiversity-positive actions in policy, business and society.

Project Timeline: 2022-2026
Project Coordinator: Wageningen Research Foundation, Netherlands

Biotrails

generates knowledge and decision-support tools to accelerate biodiversity-positive
transformation in production and consumption systems. It analyses how climate, biodiversity,
and societal drivers interact across value chains, helping businesses and policymakers
understand systemic risks and dependencies. Through real-life case studies, the project co-
designs interventions in corporate strategies, urban consumption patterns, and policy
frameworks, supporting shifts toward sustainable sourcing, responsible consumption, and
nature-positive business models. It develops scenarios for transformative change that align
economic activity with biodiversity and climate goals.

Project Timeline: 2022-2025
Project Coordinator: National Research Council of Italy (CNR), Italy

CLOCK

developed a new adaptation framework for fisheries management in the context of climate
change and shifting fish stocks. A set of case studies with industrial and artisanal fisheries
demonstrated how to integrate theory and a participatory process to increase fisheries’ social,



https://transpath.eu/
https://www.biotraces.eu/
https://biotrailsproject.eu/
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/679812/reporting

ecological and institutional resilience to climate change. Results have been presented to fishing
communities to identify key solutions for climate resilience and for sustainable and just
adaptation and transformation processes. Policy recommendations were also shared with
governing institutions.

Project Timeline: 2016-2022
ERC grantee: Elena Ojea, University of Vigo, Spain

DIGITAF

develops open-source digital tools to accelerate agroforestry adoption across Europe,
supporting climate resilience, biodiversity conservation, soil protection, and sustainable farming.
The project co-designs decision-support systems for farmers, policymakers, and value-chain
actors, while testing solutions through six ‘Living Labs’. DIGITAF improves assessment of
environmental, social, and economic benefits, strengthens carbon farming and biodiversity
monitoring, and enables data-driven policies and opportunities for agroforestry products and
services.

Project Timeline: 2022-2026
Project Coordinator: National Research Institute for Agriculture, Food and Environment
(INRAE), France

EQUALSEA

investigates how ocean stressors such as climate change and biodiversity loss affect marine
ecosystems and coastal communities, with a focus on inequality and social impacts. It develops
an interdisciplinary framework combining ecological and social sciences to understand drivers
of change, analyse inequalities in fisheries and marine use, and co-design transformative
pathways. Through modelling, case studies, and stakeholder engagement, it aims to support
more equitable and sustainable ocean governance systems.

Project Timeline: 2021-2027
ERC grantee: Sebastian Villasante, University of Santiago de Compostela, Spain

Smart Forests

explores how forests are becoming digital environments (‘smart forests’) and how digital
technologies reshape environmental management. Smart forests are monitored and regulated
by digital technologies, aiming to increase the climate benefits from forests and the forest sector.
However, these new technologies can lead to unanticipated social-political inequalities and
undemocratic governance. The project analyses how digital technologies transform forests and
develops more equitable approaches to digital and environmental practice and policy.

Project Timeline: 2020-2026
ERC grantee: Jennifer Gabrys, The University of Cambridge, United Kingdom

SUPERB

develops practical tools, knowledge platforms, and financing insights to scale forest restoration
across Europe. By combining demonstration sites with decision-support systems, the project
helps policymakers, landowners, and investors implement biodiversity-positive and climate-
resilient forest management. It explores funding gaps, market mechanisms, and stakeholder
collaboration, showing how restoration can generate ecosystem services, carbon benefits, and
long-term economic value while enabling large-scale, cost-effective investment in forest
landscapes.

Project Timeline: 2021-2025


https://digitaf.eu/
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101002784
https://www.smartforests.net/
https://forest-restoration.eu/

Project Coordinator: European Forest Institute, Finland

TC4BE

examines how EU demand for agricultural commodities drives biodiversity loss and land-use
change in global supply chains. The project develops scenarios, governance approaches, and
decision-support tools to support biodiversity-positive and equitable transformation of agrofood
systems. Working across producer countries and stakeholder groups, including Indigenous
Peoples and local communities, TC4BE explores sustainable trade, regenerative business
models, policy innovation, and finance mechanisms for resilient and just value chains.

Project Timeline: 2022-2027
Project Coordinator: Wageningen University, Netherlands

URBAG

investigates how urban agriculture and green infrastructure can improve biodiversity, climate
resilience, air quality, and resource efficiency in cities. Combining life-cycle assessment, spatial
modelling, and atmospheric analysis, the project develops evidence-based tools to help
policymakers, planners, and businesses design sustainable urban systems. Using case studies
in Barcelona and Oslo, URBAG identifies integrated, data-driven strategies for circular food
systems, resilient infrastructure, and equitable urban sustainability transitions. With follow-up
projects NUTRISOIL and the BIOTRAILS project, the team published a policy brief on
leveraging biowaste to revitalise urban agriculture.

Project Timeline: 2019-2025
ERC grantee: Gara Villalba, Autonomous University of Barcelona, Spain

WaterSmartLand

develops an advanced analytical framework to identify water-quality priority areas in agricultural
landscapes and design spatially optimal interventions. It combines geospatial analysis, machine
learning and hydrological modelling to assess nutrient runoff from land use and evaluate nature-
based solutions such as wetlands and riparian buffer strips. By integrating large-scale
environmental datasets into a discrete global grid system, it supports targeted, cost-effective
land management strategies to improve water quality and reduce agricultural pollution.

Project Timeline: 2024-2029
Project grantee: Evelyn Uuemaa, Tartu University, Estonia

Policy, Regulation, and Inclusive Governance Frameworks
including Indigenous and Local Knowledge

AFRIFOR

investigates how non-timber forest products in African tropical forests can support both
biodiversity conservation and local livelihoods. The project studies ecological impacts, carbon
storage, sustainable harvesting, and governance systems, including traditional ecological
knowledge. By combining environmental science, socio-economics, and community-based
approaches, AFRIFOR aims to develop sustainable forest-product value chains that reduce
poverty, strengthen resilience, and contribute to climate and biodiversity goals. The project will
gather data from 20 socio-ecological forest contexts in Sierra Leone, Cameroon, DR Congo,
Uganda and Kenya.


https://tcforbe.nri.org/
https://urbag.eu/
https://urbag.eu/nutrisoil/
https://water-smart-land.eu/
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101088599

Project Timeline: 2024-2029
ERC grantee: Aida Cuni-Sanchez, Norwegian University of Life Sciences (NMBU), Norway

DAISY

explores how digital, technological, social, and policy innovations can accelerate systemic
change for biodiversity and equity across sectors including agri-food, energy, and urban
development. The project analyses how businesses, policymakers, and civil society can
combine regulatory tools, financial incentives, behavioural approaches, and innovation
strategies to support biodiversity-positive transformation, strengthen decision-making, and
scale sustainable economic models and governance practices.

Project Timeline: 2025-2027
Project Coordinator: Coventry University, UK

GoDigiBios

supports transformative change towards a nature-positive economy by leveraging digitalisation
and emerging technologies to address biodiversity loss. It develops integrated knowledge, tools
and governance approaches linking biodiversity, socio-economic systems and technological
development. Through co-creation in peri-urban transformation labs, it delivers decision-support
tools and improved policy mixes, ensuring scalable and replicable solutions to tackle underlying
drivers of biodiversity loss.

Project Timeline: 2025-2027
Project Coordinator: Ensinus Higher Education, Inc., Portugal

Land-policy

evaluates how public policies influence land degradation globally by combining large-scale
datasets, econometric analysis, and machine learning to assess policy effectiveness, cost—
benefit performance, and contextual drivers of success. It develops a global evidence base on
land condition changes (including biodiversity-related indicators) and analyses how different
policy designs perform across contexts, helping policymakers and stakeholders identify more
efficient, evidence-based approaches to reduce land degradation and its environmental
impacts.

Project Timeline: 2023-2028
ERC grantee: David Wiipper, University of Bonn, Germany

RIDaGoP

develops a toolkit and evidence base to support ethical data governance and Indigenous data
sovereignty, addressing gaps between open-data practices and Indigenous knowledge
protocols. It enables more equitable management, access, and use of culturally sensitive data,
allowing knowledge holders to control how their data is shared and used. While focused on
research governance, its approaches have broader relevance for organisations handling
sensitive data, including applications in policy, statistics, and health systems. The project results
have the potential to reframe how Indigenous Peoples and traditional knowledge are
represented in policymaking.

Project timeline: 2022-2023


https://mydaisy.eu/
https://www.godigibios.eu/#/
https://www.ilr1.uni-bonn.de/en/research/research-groups/land-economics/project-land-policy
https://www.uab.cat/web/sala-de-premsa-icta-uab/detall-noticia/victoria-reyes-garcia-receives-an-erc-proof-of-concept-grant-1345819915004.html?detid=1345854372327

ERC grantee: Victoria Reyes-Garcia, Autonomous University of Barcelona (UAB), Spain

N-EXTLAW

studies how we can rethink private law so that it can support a non-extractive, more sustainable
economy, whereby economic activities generate rather than harm the social and environmental
resources they rely on. The project explores legal forms such as steward ownership or (the
transition to) workers ownership; these activities are usually more environmentally friendly, less
profit-oriented and more sharing by design, distributing capital across the production line.

Project timeline: 2020-2026
ERC grantee: Marija Bartl, University of Amsterdam, Netherlands

UNMAKING

researched whether, when and how radical grassroots innovations unmake environmentally
disruptive institutions that are deeply ingrained in capitalist societies. It compared ltalian and
German radical grassroots innovations in agriculture to identify and categorise mechanisms of
unmaking. The aim was to explain whether and how unmaking creates space for alternatives
from the individual to the social-ecological level. The project also developed a theory of
unmaking in societal transformation towards sustainability.

Project timeline: 2019-2024
ERC grantee: Giuseppe Feola, University of Utrecht, Netherlands

Cross-cutting initiatives

Biodiversa+

is the European co-funded biodiversity partnership supporting excellent research on biodiversity
with impact for policy, society, and business. It gathers 83 research programmes and funders
from 41 countries. The partnership connects science, policy, practice, and the private sector,
including work on business and biodiversity tools that help companies understand
dependencies, manage risks, and integrate nature into decision-making.

Project Timeline: 2021-2028
Project Coordinator: Foundation for Research on Biodiversity (FRB), France

NetworkNature

is a resource for the nature-based solutions (NbS) community, creating opportunities for local,
regional and international cooperation to maximise the impact and spread of NbS. It maintains
and expands a diverse, science-based repository of evidence on NbS, strengthens
partnerships, and fosters new relationships around a clear, strategic framework for action. It
also supports the uptake of NbS in the private sector, including finance and business actors
working towards a nature-positive economy and sustainable investment approaches.

Project Timeline: 2023-2027
Project Coordinator: ICLEI European Secretariat, Germany


https://www.nonextractivefuture.eu/
https://unmaking.sites.uu.nl/
https://www.biodiversa.eu/
https://networknature.eu/

GETTING IN TOUCH WITH THE EU

In person
All over the European Union there are hundreds of Europe Direct centres. You can find the address of the centre nearest you
online (european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us_en).

On the phone or in writing
Europe Direct is a service that answers your questions about the European Union.
You can contact this service:

- by freephone: 00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11 (certain operators may charge for these calls),
- at the following standard number: +32 22999696,
= via the following form: european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/write-us_en.

FINDING INFORMATION ABOUT THE EU

Online
Information about the European Union in all the official languages of the EU is available on the Europa website (european-
union.europa.eu).

EU publications

You can view or order EU publications at op.europa.eu/en/publications. Multiple copies of free publications can be
obtained by contacting Europe Direct or your local documentation centre (european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-
us_en).

EU law and related documents
For access to legal information from the EU, including all EU law since 1951 in all the official language versions, go to EUR-Lex
(eur-lex.europa.eu).

EU open data

The portal data.europa.eu provides access to open datasets from the EU institutions, bodies and agencies. These can be
downloaded and reused for free, for both commercial and non-commercial purposes. The portal also provides access to a wealth
of datasets from European countries.



https://european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us_en
https://european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/write-us_en
https://european-union.europa.eu/index_en
https://european-union.europa.eu/index_en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publications
https://european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us_en
https://european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/meet-us_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/
https://data.europa.eu/en

This brochure highlights EU-funded projects supporting the
integration of biodiversity into business, finance, and economic
decision-making. As biodiversity loss increasingly threatens
competitiveness, resilience, and supply chains, these projects help
businesses and policymakers better understand and address
nature-related impacts, dependencies, risks and opportunities.
Covering areas such as finance, governance, value chains, and
decision-support tools, they demonstrate how the European Green
Deal and competitiveness agenda can jointly drive innovation,
resilience, and nature-positive economic transformation.
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